At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom at 

Sussex Judicial Center on

Thursday, January 17, 2008, at 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT




T. Wayne Birdsong

Charlie E. Caple, Jr.




C. Eric Fly


Wayne M. Harrell




Harris L. Parker

Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The January 17, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Parker and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

Chairman Tyler welcomed new Board members Mr. T. Wayne Birdsong and Mr. Harris L. Parker.

ANNUAL MEETING/REORGANIZATION

Election of Chairman for Calendar Year 2008

County Administrator Jones opened the floor for nominations for Chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.

Supervisor Fly nominated Supervisor Tyler for Chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.
Supervisor Caple moved that nominations be closed on said name. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Administrator Jones called for a vote in favor of Supervisor Tyler being elected as chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Election of Vice Chairman for Calendar Year 2008
Chairman Tyler opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.
Supervisor Caple nominated Supervisor Fly for Vice Chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.

Supervisor Harrell moved to close on said name.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler
Voting nay: none

Chairman Tyler called for a vote in favor of Supervisor Fly being elected as chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors for calendar year 2008.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the January 17, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall be approved subject to the following amendments: (1) Under New Business, delete Item A, Waverly Youth Association and add Item A, County Vehicles; (2) Under Closed Session, add Perspective Business.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

The Board approved all items on the consent agenda with the exception of page 61 of the expenditure report. (No formal motion was made).

Distribution of Election Certificates

Mr. William Jenkins, General Registrar, distributed election certificates to all members of the Board of Supervisors and constitutional officers.
Presentation To Foster Grandparent Volunteers (Mrs. Florence Stith and Mrs. Viola Taylor)

Chairman Tyler presented resolutions that were adopted by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors to Mrs. Florence Stith and Mrs. Viola Taylor in recognition of their volunteer work with the Foster Grandparent Program.
Mrs. Stith thanked the Board for the resolution.

A representative from each volunteer’s family spoke on their behalf and thanked the Board for their recognition.
Chairman Tyler recognized Mrs. Mattie Robinson, Director for the Foster Grandparents Program’s Crater Area Agency on Aging.
STANDING REPORTS

Health Department - absent
Highways, Streets & Roads

Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Resident Administrator of Waverly Residency of the Virginia Department of Transportation distributed copies of the Six Year Plan and asked the Board to schedule a workshop and public hearing prior to June 2008.
No Through Truck Traffic Update (Harrell Road) – no action taken
County Administrator’s Report
Review of Boards and Committees
 The Board of Supervisors will continue the review of Boards and Committees and make appointments at its February 21, 2008 meeting.
VACo’s Legislative Priorities
County Administrator Jones advised that included in the late agenda packet is information regarding House Bill #115, Division of Forestry Increase.  Senator Watkins Abbitt has introduced legislation to increase the $.05 per acre to $.09 per acre paid by localities to support the Division of Forestry.  Sussex County currently pays $11,525.45 ($.05 cent per 230,509 acres).

Under the proposed legislation of $0.9, the amount for Sussex County will be $20,745.81. The Division of Forestry provides forest protection, fire protection, arson investigation, 4:00 p.m. burning law and is part of the County’s emergency management team.
Other legislative items are also included in the late agenda packet.

Sussex Middle School Literary Fund
Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance addressed the Board and advised that included in the Board packet is information regarding the Sussex County Middle School Literary Fund.  The final disbursement on the temporary loan for Sussex Middle School was made on December 28, 2007. Interest in the amount of $2,302.20 is due on the temporary notes, which was computed on January 1, 2008 using an interest rate of 3.00% per annum.  The permanent bond amount is $7,002,530.00. The County has received the money and has been invested by the Treasurer.
Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Schedule
Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance addressed the Board and reviewed the fiscal year 2009 budget schedule. He asked that the Board recess this meeting until Thursday, January 31, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Mr. Whitaker also distributed historical data to the Board and asked them to be prepared for discussion at the meeting on January 31st. 

Animal Shelter Inspection
Ms. Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator provided an interim report to the Board regarding the Sussex County Animal Shelter.  (A copy of the report is retained in the January 17, 2008 Board packet).
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training
Ms. Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator advised that in cooperation with the Sussex County High School, CERT Training will be provided to fifty-five (55) students.  The training will be done by Mr. Eddie T. Vick, Sussex County Public Safety Coordinator and Ms. Jacqueline Macklin-Brown.
Treasurer’s Report
As reported by Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff, Sussex County Treasurer, the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County is $23,720,982.05.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the January 17, 1008 Board packet).
Commissioner of the Revenue – no report
Sheriff’s Department – no report
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Charles H. Harris, III, Superintendent of Schools advised that the Sussex County School Board is in receipt of a $12,000.00 grant from the Garland and Agnes Taylor Gray Foundation. The grant is to support the reading and scholarship programs.  The School Board requests that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors approve acceptance of the grant.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts a grant in the amount of $12,000.00 from the Garland and Agnes Taylor Gray Foundation; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that $6,000.00 be placed in the Scholarship account in the Treasurer’s Office and remaining $6,000.00 be used to support the reading program and school libraries.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Capital Improvement Plan for Sussex County Schools
Mr. Dave Papenfuse, Director of Finance for Sussex County Schools reviewed the updated Capital Improvements Plans that was approved by the Sussex County School Board at its January 10, 2008 meeting.  The Plan is being proposed for review and consideration.  It details the major building and maintenance needs of the school system.  The School Board seeks direction from the Board of Supervisors on how to proceed with the school facility needs.  The most critical construction needs are the elementary school project, the replacement of the high school track and drainage and landscaping on the high and middle schools site.  This plan also includes the critical needs of the renovation and building of the Rowanty Technical Center as requested by the Rowanty Board of Directors.
Director of Social Services

Mrs. Chequila H. Fields, Director of Social Services reported that the John Randolph Foundation has awarded Sussex County Social Services a grant for $23,000.00 to assist with hiring a director to coordinate expanding class offerings and resources at the Resource Technology Center in Sussex County. (A copy of the letter of agreement is retained in the January 17, 2008 Board packet).
Mrs. Fields also provided the Board with a copy of the annual financial statement consistent with the JLARC recommendation.  (A copy of the statement is retained in the January 17, 2008 Board packet).
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPRVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED to accept the grant in the amount of $23,000 from the John Randolph Foundation and to appropriate the $23,000 for use by the Department of Social Services.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Attorney – no report
Citizens Comments
Comments were heard from:  

· Mrs. Ora Briggs spoke regarding the Elementary School Project. She asked the Board to take action.

· Mr. Rodney Garrett spoke in favor of building two elementary schools.

Unfinished Business
Elementary School Project

Chairman Tyler advised that the Board of Supervisors have discussed the elementary school project in previous meetings, but no decision has been made. He opened the floor for discussion.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves Option #2 of the Elementary School Project as recommended by Sussex School Board, to build two (2) elementary schools.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Wakefield Recreation

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the late agenda packet is a copy of the lease between Wakefield Christian Outreach Center and the Town of Wakefield.
ON MOTIONOF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates and pay the $50,000 to the Town of Wakefield to be used for the purpose and installation of equipment of playground equipment on a parcel of property owned by Wakefield Christian Outreach Center.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Commonwealth Attorney’s Office Space
County Administrator Jones advised that included in the late agenda packet is a copy of a quote from Tri-City Office Products for office furnishings for the Commonwealth’s Attorney new office space (temporary).
Mrs. Lyndia Person-Ramsey addressed the Board and advised that the quote from Tri-City was for $14,000 for cubicle type office space. She further advised that she felt that $14,000 is too much money to spend for a temporary solution and suggested that the Board and staff look for permanent space.
The Board will discuss office space for the Commonwealth’s Attorney at a later date.
NEW BUSINESS

Expenditure Report – Page 61
Supervisors Birdsong and Fly advised that there is an error on Page 61 of the Expenditure Report in Wakefield Airport Commission line item. Mr. Whitaker will make the correction.
County Vehicles

Supervisor Birdsong asked if there is a policy or guidelines on the types of vehicles that the County purchases.  He further stated if there are no guidelines regarding the types of vehicles, then perhaps the Board should consider creating policies.

Chairman Tyler recommended setting up a Finance Committee to discuss this issue.

Ms. Jacqueline Macklin-Brown advised that County vehicles are purchased based on the funds that are budgeted.  The cars that were purchased this past summer were all program cars with the prices ranged between $14,000 and $18,000.

CLOSED SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall enter Closed Session, pursuant to Code Sections 2.2-3711(A)(1), Legal Matters, 2.2-3711-(A)(7) 2.2-7311(A)(4), Perspective Business.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors shall return to Open Session and certifies that only public business matters exempt from the act and only business matters identified in the motion to convene the Closed Meeting were discussed.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED to approve the recommendations as made by the Personnel Committee to include the following:

a) Overtime pay for the Sheriff’s Department:  Effective January 7, 2008 to pay overtime as the rate of time and half for hours physically worked beyond 171 hours in a 28 day cycle.

b) Chief Deputy: To pay the salary set by the State compensation board and to make a decision regarding the County’s supplement at a later date.

c) Reclassification Requests from the Sheriff’s Department:  To accept the recommend-dations from the consultant, Springsted Incorporated, for the following positions: Secretary II is now Administrative Assistant to the Sheriff, Grade 11, Step 15 on the salary scale and Secretary I is now Sheriff Secretary, Grade 5, Step 6 on the salary scale.
d) Director of Planning’s Request for Salary Increase: To move the Director to the next step on the salary scale.

e) Request for Salary Review for Payroll Clerk: To table this request.

f) Deputy County Administrator’s Request for Salary Increase: To Review again within 60 days.

g) Approval of part time position for Environmental Specialist/Code Compliance Officer.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the December invoice from the Bank of Southside Virginia Visa credit card which includes billing for the Sussex Sheriff’s Department shall be paid.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

RECESS/ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the January 17, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until January 31, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

