At a Joint Work Session of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom at Sussex Judicial Center

on March 20, 2008 – 6:00p.m.


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT


T. Wayne Birdsong


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. E. Fly



Harris L. Parker

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT



Wayne M. Harrell


Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER
The March 20, 2008 Joint Work Session of the Sussex Board of Supervisors and Virginia Department of Transportation was called to order by Vice Chairman Fly.
Six Year Secondary Plan 2007-08 through 2012-13
Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Resident Administrator of Waverly Residency of VDOT, reviewed Sussex County Proposed Priority List Six Year Plan 2008-09 through 2013-14. (A copy of the Priority List and Secondary System Construction Program Estimated Allocations are retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet). The public hearing date was set for April 17, 2008, 8:00 p.m.
Revised Transportation Revenue Forecast

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that a copy of the Revised Transportation Revenue Forecast is included in the Board packet. On February 25, 2008, Transportation Secretary Homer communicated the cumulative effect of current reduction in anticipated transportation revenues.
 Primary, secondary and urban highway construction allocations will be reduced by approximately forty-four percent (44%). These reductions will seriously challenge the Commonwealth’s ability to jointly move projects forward. Localities will have to make difficult decisions as to which projects are advanced in the secondary and urban systems.  The Commonwealth Transportation Board will be required to make similar choices on the primary system.
ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors March 20, 2008 Joint Work Session with Virginia Department of Transportation is hereby adjourned.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Harrell, Tyler

At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom at Sussex Judicial Center

on March 20, 2008 – 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong



Charlie C. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly




Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.,


STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator
Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney
Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning

Carolyn Stith-Myler, Assistant to Director of Planning

Eddie T. Vick, Public Safety Coordinator

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The March 20, 2008 regular meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Vice Chairman Fly; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Parker and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

ADOPTION OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the March 20, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors meeting is hereby adopted with the following additions: (1) Under Unfinished Business, add (a) County Vehicles, (b) Buildings & Grounds (c) Wakefield Mars Hill Park, (d) Pocahontas Block Grant, (e) Waverly Gas Producers; Under New Business, add (a) Sussex Service Authority Board of Directors Reappointments.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the consent agenda of the March 20, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted inclusive of the following: (a) Minutes of the February 21, February 28 and March 13, 2008 meetings; (b) Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of $201,066.85 and Payroll Deduction checks in the amount of $133,644.67; and (c)  Reappointments of Mr. Steve White, Ms. Terry A. Massenburg, Mr. Charles Owen , Jr. and Mr. Robert Young, Jr. to Sussex County Planning Commission, terms expiring April 30, 2012; (d) Reappointment of Mr. Edmond Curley to the Industrial Development Authority Board of Directors, term expiring May 15, 2012.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

STANDING REPORTS
Health Department – absent

Highways Streets & Roads  - absent
(Mr. William Richardson, Resident Administrator of the Waverly Residency of the Virginia Department of Transportation provided a report at the 6:00 p.m. Work Session).
County Administrator’s Report
Atlantic Waste Disposal, Inc. Annual Report
County Administrator Jones advised that Mr. Michael Kearns, District Manager of Atlantic Waste Disposal, Inc. is present and will make a presentation to the Board.

Mr. Michael Kearns provided the annual report to the Board. (A copy of the report is retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet).

Southeast 4-H Center Emergency Generator Project

County Administrator Jones advised that Mr. Doug Chesson, Director of the Southeast 4-H Center is present and will make a request to the Board.

Mr. Chesson addressed the Board and requested assistance with the completion of the emergency generator project. He advised that the 4-H Center received a grant in the amount of $30,000 from the Cameron Foundation; Sussex County provided $5,000 and the 4-H Center contributed $5,919.56.  The balance of $11,108.15 is needed to complete the project. (A copy of supporting documentation is retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet).
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates $11,108.15 to assist with the completion of the Southeast 4-H Center Emergency Generator Project.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell
Voting nay: Supervisor Parker
Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler
PUBLIC HEARING
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall enter public hearing to consider the following: (1) Conditional Rezoning Application #2007-05, (2) Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-06 and (3) Conditional Use Permit #2007-07, L. Randolph Everett, Lance V. Everett and Christopher Everett, applicants.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

The staff reports were presented by Mrs. Carolyn Stith-Myler, Assistant to Director of Planning.
Conditional Rezoning Application #2007-05
The applicants, L. Randolph Everett, Lance Everett and Christopher L. Everett, seek to rezone tax map number 67A2-(1)-B from A-1 General Agricultural to R-1, General Residential District to allow for the construction of thirty (30) town home units. The property in question consists of approximately 4.9 acres and is located on the north line of Sussex Drive (Route 40) approximately one (1) mile west of the intersection of Sussex Drive and Blue Star Highway (U S Route 301) in the Stony Creek Election District.
There will be five (5) buildings with six (6) units per building and will be leased at rents ranging from $600 to $800 a month. The applicants have voluntarily offered in writing, the following: (1) To erect commercial playground equipment valued at $15,000 in the Stony Creek Park owned by the County; (2) To construct a buffer (a fence or dense vegetation) along the property line between the subject property and the Agnes Jones Elementary School lot; and (3) To lease no more that one-third (1/3) of the available town home units at any time to Section 8 applicants within the County. 
The Planning Commission voted (8-0) for approval subject to the applicants’ proffered conditions.
Rationale for Approval 
1) A rezoning from A-1, General Agricultural to R-1 General Residential would be consistent with the County’s adopted Comprehensive Plan;
2) There is a shortage of rental housing units in the County and the project would help to provide residents with a decent source of rental housing;
3) There has been no public opposition to the request; 
4) The proposed use of the subject property would be compatible with adjoining land uses; and 
5) The applicants’ proffered conditions will assist the County’s effort to provide recreational facilities to residents in the Stony Creek area.
Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-06
The applicants, L. Randolph Everett, Lance Everett and Christopher L. Everett, seek a conditional use permit to construct thirty (30) town homes on tax map 67A2-(1)-B. The property in question consists of approximately 4.9 acres and is located on the north line of Sussex Drive (Route 40) approximately one (1) mile west of the intersection of Sussex Drive and Blue Star Highway (US Route 301) in the Stony Creek Election District.
The Planning Commission voted (8-0) for approval subject to the following conditions:

1) A site plan and landscaping plan must be prepared by a licensed professional and must be submitted to the Planning Department prior to issuance of any building permits. 

2) An erosion and sediment control plan and storm water management plan must be prepared by a licensed professional and submitted to the Planning Department for review and approval.

3) A flood delineation and survey must be prepared by a certified professional showing the limits and elevations of any floodplain boundaries.

4) Prior to the issuance of any building permits, the applicants must submit a survey showing the finished floor of  building located at least one (1) foot higher than any identified 100 year flood elevation.

Rationale For Approval 

1) There is a shortage of rental housing in the County and the project would help to provide residents with a decent source of rental housing.

2) There has been no public opposition to this request.

3) The proposed use of the subject property would be compatible and consistent with other land uses in the area.

4) No negative impacts on the environment are expected to be produced by the proposed town home development.
Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-07
The applicants, L. Randolph Everett, Lance V. Everett and Christopher L. Everett, seek a conditional use permit to allow the extension of underground water and sewer pipelines and the construction of associated facilities to serve a proposed thirty (30) unit town home development to be located on tax map number 67A2-(1)–B. The property in question consists of approximately 4.9 acres and is located on the north line of Sussex Drive (Route 40) approximately one (1) mile west of the intersection of Sussex Drive and Blue Star Highway (U S Route 301) in the Stony Creek Election District.
Findings
The subject property consists of approximately 4.9 acres of open land currently under consideration for a rezoning from A-1, General Agricultural to R-1, General Residential District. Public utilities such as water and sewer are recognized as permitted uses in the R-1 zoning district with a conditional use permit. Surrounding land uses include woodlands, farmland and the vacant Agnes Jones Elementary School.  The applicants are proposing to construct five (5) buildings containing six (6) town home units in each building for a total of thirty (30) town home units.
Water service will be provided by the Sussex Service Authority. Approximately 700 linear feet of eight inch (8”) force main will be extended underground to serve the proposed development.

Design plans and detailed specifications for the proposed water and sewer line extensions will be prepared y the applicant’s engineer and have not been submitted to the County or the Sussex Service Authority for formal review and approval. The applicants will bear the costs of having the water and sewer lines installed and they will transfer ownership of the lines over to the Sussex Service Authority for operation and maintenance after installation.

Recommendation

The Planning Commission has determined the following:

1) The proposed water and sewer utilities are consistent and compatible with existing land uses in the area.

2) The proposed residential development is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Update and Zoning Ordinance.

3) The impacts due to installation of the water and sewer utilities will be minor and temporary.

4) The water and sewer utilities will be located underground and should not alter the character of the surrounding area.

5) No objections have been received to Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-07.

6) Presently, the Sussex Service Authority has the capacity to accommodate the proposed development.

Based on the findings stated above, the Planning Commission at its February 4, 2008 meeting voted unanimously (8-0) to approve Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-07 subject to the following condition:
1. A utility plan prepared by a certified professional, must be submitted to the Planning Department for review and approval by all relevant agencies prior to commencement of any land disturbing activity.

Vice Chairman Fly allowed time for citizens’ comments.  

Comments were heard from Mr. Randy Everett, one of the applicants and Mr. Ryan A. Inge, applicants’ representative.
ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the recommendation of staff and Planning Commission and approves of Conditional Rezoning Application #2007-05, L. Randolph Everett, Lance V. Everett and Christopher Everett, applicants, to rezone a parcel of property identified as tax map 67A2-(1)-B, from A-1 General Agricultural District to R-1, General Residential District to allow for the construction of thirty (30) town homes; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is subject to the following proffered conditions:

1) The applicants have voluntarily offered in writing to erect commercial playground equipment valued at $15,000 in the Stony Creek Park owned by the County.

2) The applicants have voluntarily offered in writing to construct a buffer (a fence or dense vegetation) along the property line between the subject property and the Agnes Jones Elementary School lot.

3) The applicants have voluntarily agreed in writing to lease no more than one-third of the available town home units at any time to Section 8 applicants within the County.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the recommendation of staff and Planning Commission to approve Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-06, L. Randolph Everett, Lance V. Everett and Christopher L. Everett, applicants, to allow for the construction of thirty (30) town homes on tax map 67A2-(1)-B. The property in question consists of approximately 4.9 acres and is located on the north line of Sussex Drive (Route 40) approximately one (1) mile west of the intersection of Sussex Drive and Blue Star Highway (US Route 301) in the Stony Creek Election District; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is subject to the following conditions:
1) A site plan and landscaping plan must be prepared by a licensed professional and must be submitted to the Planning Department prior to issuance of any building permits. 

2) An erosion and sediment control plan and storm water management plan must be prepared by a licensed professional and submitted to the Planning Department for review and approval.

3) A flood delineation and survey must be prepared by a certified professional showing the limits and elevations of any floodplain boundaries.

4) Prior to the issuance of any building permits, the applicants must submit a survey showing the finished floor of building located at least one (1) foot higher than any identified 100 year flood elevation.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the recommendation of staff and Planning Commission that Conditional Use Permit Application #2007-07, L. Randolph Everett, Lance V. Everett and Christopher L. Everett, applicants, is hereby granted and approved to allow for the extension of underground water and sewer pipelines and the construction of associated facilities to serve a proposed thirty (30) unit town home development to be located on tax map number 67A2-(1)–B. The property in question consists of approximately 4.9 acres and is located on the north line of Sussex Drive (Route 40) approximately one (1) mile west of the intersection of Sussex Drive and Blue Star Highway (U S Route 301) in the Stony Creek Election District; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon a utility plan prepared by a certified professional, must be submitted to the Planning Department for review and approval by all relevant agencies prior to commence of any land disturbing activity.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

County Administrator’s Report (continued)
Region One – VACo Meeting
County Administrator Jones advised the Board the Virginia Association of Counties Organization will hold a meeting for Region One Board of Supervisors on Monday, March 31, 2008, 6:30 p.m., at the Southeast 4-H Conference Center. If you have not responded directly to the notice of the meeting, please let Ms. Deborah Davis at 434 246 1007 and she will respond for the group.

Each locality will be given 5 minutes to address concerns of the locality. Staff recommends the following: (a) Unfunded Mandates – Groundwater Aquifer Study. The Department of Environmental Quality is requiring Sussex County, its towns and the Sussex Service Authority to perform aquifer studies for permit renewals. Concern is that limits will be placed on groundwater withdrawal as development (residential, commercial, industrial) begins to take place in Sussex. This is just one item of concern. If there are others, please let staff know and a presentation can be prepared.

Local Government Challenge Grant 
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that as in previous years, Sussex County is eligible for funding up to the amount of $5,000 from the Virginia Commission for the Arts. A local match of $5,000 is required. Sussex County has received this grant for a number of years. Funds are distributed to the Miles Carpenter Museum and the Wakefield Foundation. 

Rawls Museum Arts has requested the amount of $1,000 from Sussex County.  Rawls Museum Arts has asked to be included as part of the Local Government Challenge Grant.

Staff recommends that the grant application be prepared as in the past for the amount of $5,000 and the required local match of $5,000 for Miles B. Carpenter Museum and the Wakefield Foundation. The total grant amount is $10,000. The application is due April 1, 2008, for fiscal year 2009. 

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to proceed with Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Commission For the Arts Local Government Challenge Grant Application process to include The Miles B. Carpenter Museum and The Wakefield Foundation; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that the grant application be prepared in the amount of $5,000 and the required local match of $5,000.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

Radio System Contract
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that at the regular February 21st meeting, staff was requested to contact the two (2) vendors for the radio system contract, MACE Incorporated and Atlantic Communications, for pricing adjustments. Both companies have provided a response and the revised pricing is as follows:

                    
Atlantic Communications                     Mace Incorporated
Annual cost:                         $38,244.00                                    $42,000.00

Service Call Rates

Technical Service                $110.00/hr                                     $100.00/hr

Service call                          $250.00 per call                             $200.00 per call

Programming (in shop)        $35.00 per radio                            $30.00 per unit

Programming (location)       $55.00 per radio                            $45.00 per unit
Staff continues to recommend the County accept the proposal from and contract with MACE Incorporated. (A copy of the memorandum dated February 14, 2008 and presented at the February 21st meeting is retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet).
The Board should first declare that the proposal from Commtronics of Virginia as being non responsive since the vendor is not an authorized service dealer for Kenwood and Tait. This was a stated criteria contained in the request for proposals.

Secondly, the Board should adopt a resolution accepting the proposal from MACE, Incorporated, based on the evaluation criteria contained in the request for proposals which showed that MACE, Incorporated was ranked higher than Atlantic Communications.  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby declares that the response from Commtronics of Virginia for the Request For Proposal #1102-07 for radio system contract, is non-responsive because Commtronics of Virginia is not an authorized service dealer for Kenwood and Tait.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the Request For Proposal #1102-07 from MACE Incorporated at an annual cost: $42,000; technical service: $100 per hour; service call: $200 per call, programming (in shop): $30 per hour and programming (location): $45 per hour; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid proposal be accepted based on the evaluation criteria contained in the request for proposals which showed MACE Incorporated ranked higher than Atlantic Communications.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

Outlying Landing Field

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that Delegate Roslyn Tyler has arranged a meeting with Senator Jim Webb for Thursday, April 10, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. at Senator Webb’s Office in Washington D.C. Members of the Board and citizens are being asked to attend this meeting. 

460 Corridor Meeting

County Administrator Jones advised that Delegate Roslyn Tyler has arranged a meeting with members of the 460 Communications Committee March 25, 2008, 7:00 p.m., at the Wakefield Foundation.
Treasurer’s Report
Sussex County Treasurer, Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff reported that the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County as shown by the Treasurer’s books at the close of business February 29, 2008 was $23,839,111.53.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet).

Commissioner of the Revenue’s Report – no report

Sheriff’s Department Report
Sheriff Raymond Bell requested that the Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution which will allow him to manage his current budget by transferring money from line item to line item.  This will allow his department to work within its budget without having to make line item transfer requests directly to the Board. He explained that previously, the Board of Supervisors had honored this request from Sheriff Kitchen. 
After a brief discussion, it was recommended that Sheriff Bell meet with County Administrator Jones and County Attorney Thompson to further discuss this issue and report to the Board next month.

(Chairman Tyler arrived at 8:30 p.m.).

Superintendent of Schools
Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Presentation
Dr. Charles M. Harris, III, Superintendent of Schools provided the school budget to the Board. He advised that the total schools’ budget request is $21,177,843. (A copy of the budget is retained in the March 20, 2008 Board packet).

Elementary School Construction Update

Dr. Charles Harris, III, Superintendent of Schools reported that the Board of Supervisors authorized the School Board to search for property for two sites at its February 21, 2008 meeting.  No funding was made available neither to pursue sites nor to begin design of facilities. It is impossible to move forward on this project without an appropriation of funds.  Funds are needed to develop a basic footprint for the schools ($36,765), engineering costs for site evaluation ($8,970), cost to evaluate for potential drainfield sites on each piece of property ($6,000) and the cost of the property.  The total to move forward is projected to be $48,735 plus funds for the cost of the property. The Sussex County School Board is requesting that the Board of Supervisors allocate $50,000 for site evaluation plus the balance of the $30,000,000 estimated as the project cost.
Dr. Harris requested that the Board of Supervisors appropriate and approve the request for funding in the amount of $50,000 plus the balance of funds estimated as the project cost, so that the Elementary School Construction Project may move forward.  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates  the amount of $50,000 to the Sussex County School Board to proceed with the engineering costs for site evaluation, evaluate potential drain field sites and to develop a basic footprint for Elementary School Construction Project.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates the amount of $5,000 to the Sussex County School Board to be used for an option for real property for the Elementary School Construction Project.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Director of Social Services
Ms. Chequila H. Fields, Director of Sussex County Social Services informed the Board that on February 21, 2008, the Cameron Foundation awarded a grant in the amount of $33,000 to the Sussex County Department of Social Services. This is a one year grant for the Resource Center Director’s salary and a consultant to provide design and evaluation technical assistance.  Mrs. Fields requested that the Board adopt a resolution accepting of the grant.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts and appropriates a grant in the amount of $33,000 from the Cameron Foundation; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that this grant shall be used by the Sussex County Department of Social Services for the Resource Center Director’s salary and a consultant to provide program design and evaluation technical assistance.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Attorney – no report
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Comments were heard from the following:

· Mr. Johnny Wiggins, Blackwater District, spoke about the school construction project.
· Mr. Shawn Goodwyn, Courthouse District, asked to be included in the County’s recreation planning.
· Mr. Jim Long, Wakefield District, asked about the funds for the Wakefield Recreation Program.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
County Vehicles
Supervisor Birdsong asked if anything has been accomplished regarding the establishment of a proposed County vehicle purchasing policy.

Supervisor Fly responded that he was given that responsibility, but has not completed it yet.

Supervisor Birdsong also asked if the County has a mechanic on staff.  He stated that in looking at the expenditure report, repairs to County vehicle is a large expense and that perhaps this could be reduced if we had mechanics that could perform this work; this would cut down on expenses.

County Administrator Jones responded that the County does not have a mechanic on staff.

After a brief discussion, it was decided that Dr. Charles H. Harris, III, Superintendent of Sussex County Schools would meet with County Administrator Jones to discuss the feasibility of the schools mechanics working on County owned vehicles.

Building & Grounds
Supervisor Birdsong stated that the Board created a Buildings and Grounds Committee  at the February 21, 2008 meeting.  He further advised that one of the tasks to be undertaken is the current dilemma of County office space. He has suggestions and is ready to share his ideas with the committee.

Wakefield/Mars Hill Park

Supervisor Birdsong stated that at the January 17, 2008 Board meeting, a resolution was adopted to allocate $50,000 for the Wakefield Recreation Project and asked when the check was going to be forwarded to the Town of Wakefield.
Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance advised that the check will be printed on Thursday, March 27, 2008.

Pocahontas Block Grant 
Supervisor Birdsong wanted to know why the Pocahontas project has not been closed out. 

County Administrator Jones responded that the state has not sent the final compliance review letter to the County; she would inquire as to why the close out letter had not been sent in August.
Waverly Gas Producers
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their late agenda packet is a copy of correspondence from DTE Biomass Energy regarding the refund of 2005 and 2006 personal property taxes paid by Waverly Gas Producers, LLC.  DTE has agreed to a payment plan for 25% payable on or before March 31, 2008, 50% payable on or before July 31, 2008 and the remaining balance due on or before December 31, 2008, therefore reappointments (or appointments) are necessary.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates and approves of the payment to Waverly Gas Producers, LLC/DTE Energy, in the amount of $242,214.13; and,

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sussex County Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue the refund to Waverly Gas Producers/DTE.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

NEW BUSINESS
Sussex Service Authority Re-appointment(s)
Supervisor Birdsong advised the Board that the terms of Mr. Wayne M. Harrell (Board of Supervisors’ representative) and Mr. John A. Stringfield (citizens’ representative) on the Sussex Service Authority Board of Directors expired December 31, 2007. 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby reappoints Mr. Wayne M. Harrell, Post Office Box 1, Waverly VA 23890 to the Sussex Service Authority Board of Directors, term expiring December 31, 2011.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Fly requested that the Board table the reappointment of Mr. John A. Stringfield until he has had an opportunity to speak with him.

OTHER MATTERS

Chairman Tyler advised the Board that he has heard reports about the high levels of disadvantaged children in Sussex. He would like for the Board, at some point, to discuss the fiscal impacts of the County’s poverty issue, how we can reduce it, develop a plan to assist citizens in becoming self sufficient, and other options.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors will engage in dialogue and invite other partners to assist in developing a plan to overcome poverty, establish positive intervention for the citizens of Sussex County, etc.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Parker stated that he applauds Chairman Tyler’s recommendation; however, the Board should continue seek ways to increase economic development, establish a county wide recreation program, review tax base and seek ways to increase revenues.  

RECESS

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors in furtherance of County business and affairs shall attend several functions in accomplishing the same, to-wit:
1) Tuesday, March 25, 2008, 5:30 p.m., Personnel Committee Meeting, Sussex County Offices in Waverly

2) Tuesday, March 25, 2008, 7:00 p.m., 460 Corridor Meeting, Wakefield Foundation, Wakefield

3) Thursday, March 27, 2008, 4:30 p.m., Budget Work Session, General District Court Room, Sussex Judicial Center, Sussex

4) Friday, March 28, 2008, 2:00 p.m., Outlying Landing Field Meeting, Sussex County Offices, Waverly

5) Thursday, April 10, 2008, 1:30 p.m., Meeting with Senator James Webb, Washington D.C.

WHEREAS, the attendance at these previously stated events and locations, save the meeting scheduled for March 27, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. when any voting on issues discussed and/or advocated shall occur, are by way of advocacy and obtaining and sharing information on a myriad of issues affecting the County of Sussex, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, three or more Board of Supervisors members may be in attendance at all or some of the previously designated events and this notice is given to inform the public and to comply with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, the public is given this notice, in open session of the Board of Supervisors at its March 20, 2008 meeting, and invited to attend any and all of said meetings and events  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the unanimous vote of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors, in open session, that the March 20, 2008 regular meeting of the Board be and is hereby recessed to the times, places and locations heretofore stated herein and that this resolution shall be effective upon its adoption.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

