At A Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
On Wednesday, September 20, 2007, 7:30 p.m. held in the 

General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


William J. Collins, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Alice W. Jones



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The September 20, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Collins.
APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the September 20, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted with the following amendments:  (1) Under County Administrator’s Report, add #7, Replacement of boiler in Historic Courthouse; (2) Under Unfinished Business, add “b” Wakefield Community Recreation; (3) Under New Business, add “a” Pavement on Club Drive.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the consent agenda of the September 20, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved inclusive of the following:  (1) approval of August 15 & 16, 2007 minutes of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors meetings; (2) Approval of Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of  $689,052.29 and Payroll Deduction checks in the amount of $66,191.14; (3) Request for Appropriations and Re-appropriations of  (a) Invoice #5563, dated September 2, 2007 from Rickmond General Contracting in the amount of $51,896.03 for site work provided at Gin Hill & Robinson Road Landfills (b) Invoice #20071243, dated September 7, 2007 from TischlerBise, in the amount of $45,795.00 for cash proffer study; (c)Check #41588 from Iluka Resources, Incorporated, in the amount of $13,500.00; (d) Sheriff’s Department request for re-appropriation of $11,425.00 (check #14872 from VACORP Claims) and $4,209.25 (check  #14978 from VACORP Claims) for vehicle  replacement  and equipment costs, respectively (e) Invoice #877 from County of Greensville for Localities Share of Funding for FY 2008 for Southern Virginia Education Center in the amount of $14,490.00; (f) Appropriation of following checks to the vehicle maintenance line for fire and/or ambulance: check #226670, dated 07/12/07 for $3,879.89 (ambulance), check #227627 dated 07/30/07 for $4,454.51 (fire), check #227628, dated 07/30/07 for $450.00 (fire) and check #228736, dated 08/16/07 for $4,143.54 (fire); (g) Check #14532 from Pegasus Tower Company, receipted by Sussex County Treasurer, in the amount of $4,000.00 to professional services line 4-100-21200-1229-221-210 for Zoning;  and (5) Approval given for Halloween On The Square festivities to be held on Saturday, October 27, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

STANDING REPORTS

Health Department - absent
Highways, Streets & Roads

 Presentation by Mr. Keith C. Blowe, 13071 Courthouse Road, Waverly VA

Issue:  Repair an extremely dangerous curve in the vicinity of Route 626 and Longevity Road in the Courthouse District and to pave a portion of Longevity Road/Route 636, approximately ½ mile from Route 626 to the vicinity to Mr. & Mrs. Young’s driveway.

Background: Mrs. Young has been driving the school bus for approximately 24 years.  During this period, she has consistently raised the issue of the dangerous turn she has to make from Longevity Road onto Route 626 and the unpaved condition of Longevity Road.

Mr. Blowe advised that in April 2007, he met with Supervisor William J. Collins and Mr. McFarland Neblett of the Waverly Residency of the Virginia Department of Transportation, who explained that the road work is planned and budgeted in the Six Year Plan for Sussex County.

Recommended Action/Solution:  Repair the road by removing the dangerous curve on Route 626 in the vicinity of Route 626 and Longevity Road and pave the first ½ mile of Longevity road/Route 636 up to Mrs. Young’s driveway.

1) Do not waste taxpayer money doing a long drawn out study for a task which any professional can see needs to be done as soon as possible.

2) VDOT should re-look the current plan of remaining projects for 2007 and determine what parts of other projects could be reasonably delayed without disadvantaging other county residents.

3) VDOT should re-prioritize 2007 resources so that the curve on Route 626 in the vicinity of Longevity Road can be straightened and a portion of Longevity Road to Mrs. Young’s house be paved during the 2007 calendar year.

Mr. Blowe advised that Mrs. Marian Newsom, Mr. & Mrs. Young, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Stith and Mr. Foster, residential and homeowners along Route 626, are present and in support of this request.

Chairman Tyler asked staff to forward Mr. Blowe’s information to Waverly Residency of VDOT. He also invited Mr. Blowe and the other residents to attend the October 18, 2007 meeting.
County Administrator’s Report

Outlying Landing Field

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that on Monday, September 10, 2007, representatives from the Governor’s Office of Preparedness and the Navy met with Chairman Tyler, Supervisor Fly and County Administrator Mary E. Jones to discuss recent events with the Virginia OLF Site Suitability Study and to update the timeline for the selection process.  As announced during the latter part of August, eleven (11) sites are under consideration in Virginia. The sites are located in King and Queen County; Surry County; Sussex County (2); Greensville County; and Southampton County. Fort Pickett is located in Nottoway/Dinwiddie and Brunswick Counties.

Preparation of a list of recommended sites to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Navy is being done now. This list will be forwarded to the Secretary this month. The Secretary will review this list and make an announcement in November of the preferred sites for inclusion in the next step of the Environmental review process. This preferred site list will also include locations in North Carolina.   The current timeline is as follows:

11/15/07   Secretary of the Navy announces preferred sites in Virginia and North Carolina.

01/2008     Employ consultant and begin the NEPA Process

                   Preparation of Draft Environmental Impact Statement

01/2009     Draft Document/Public Comment

01/2010     Final Document/Final Decision/Begin Construction of OLF

01/2011/2012  Completion of OLF

This is a tentative timeline and all elements are not listed. (Included in the Board packet  is a map showing the locations under consideration, land requirements and key property acquisition points).

Chairman Tyler advised that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors’ position has not changed and they do not support the placement of an outlying landing field in Sussex County.

State Corporation Commission Local Public Hearing
County Administrator Jones advised that the State Corporation Commission (SCC) has scheduled local public hearings in September 2007 to consider a proposal by Dominion Virginia Power (DVP) to construct two new overhead transmission lines in southeastern Virginia. 

The first segment of the project would be a 500-kilovolt (kV) transmission line built between DVP’s Carson substation in Dinwiddie County and the Suffolk substation, a distance of approximately 60 miles. The proposed route parallels approximately 23.5 miles of existing transmission line right-of-way and follows approximately 27 miles of the U.S. Route 460 and Norfolk Southern railroad corridor.

 The second segment of the project would be a 230-kV line extending from the Suffolk substation to the Chesapeake substation, a distance of 21.5 miles. The company proposes placing this line on existing or rebuilt structures located within existing right-of-way. 

 The first local public hearing will be in Sussex on Monday, September 24 at the Sussex Central High School at 21394 Sussex Drive and begin at 6 p.m. The second local hearing will be in Suffolk on Thursday, September 27 in the Suffolk City Council Chambers at 441 Market Street and begin at 6 p.m. Any person wishing to comment at either of these hearings should arrive early and sign in with the SCC bailiff.

The case will continue in Richmond on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, at 10 a.m. in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street.

The public may view the company’s application and related documents during regular business hours at the SCC’s Document Control Center, First Floor, Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond. Interested persons may also access a copy of the application through the SCC’s Docket Search portal at http://www.scc.virginia.gov/caseinfo.htm.

 Written comments on the application may be submitted by January 29, 2008. All correspondence should be sent to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118, and refer to case number PUE-2007-00020. 

Interested persons desiring to submit comments electronically may do so at the SCC’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/caseinfo.htm. Click on the PUBLIC COMMENTS/NOTICES link and then the SUBMIT COMMENTS button for case number PUE-2007-00020. 

Cash Proffer Study and Ordinance Revisions

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that it was decided at the joint workshop held on Tuesday, September 4, 2007 that the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 1, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. to consider the following:

a. Comprehensive Plan Revisions

b. Subdivision Ordinance Revisions

c. Zoning Ordinance Revisions

d. Cash Proffer Study

Copies of the documents have been distributed to the members. The Board members are invited to this public hearing. There will be a presentation on the documents under consideration for revision and the Cash Proffer Study. 

Nature & Extent Study and Presumptive Remedy
County Administrator Jones requested that the Board review the enclosed letter from EEE Consulting. As part of the comments received from DEQ on the Nature and Extent/presumptive Remedy for Robinson Road and Gin Hill, public meetings are required to receive comments from the public on the documents. EEE Consulting recommends that the public meetings be held at the same time for both landfills. Separate meeting notices must be given but the meetings can be held on the same day. There is also a 30 day public comment period for both landfills. 

Staff recommends scheduling the public meeting to include plans for both Robinson Road and Gin Hill landfills. Staff also recommends that the public hearing be scheduled for the October 18, 2007 meeting.

Request by Sussex Courthouse VFD

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that Chief J. Wyatt Cox, Sussex Courthouse Volunteer Fire Department has requested that the title to the 1989 Ford Tanker be returned to the Department. As stated in his letter, this truck was not purchased by Sussex County. The Volunteer Fire Department used its funds for the purchase. However, it is titled in the County’s name for insurance purposes only.  Staff recommends assigning the title back to the Department and removing it from the County’s insurance.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisor hereby authorizes staff to execute the title to the 1989 Ford Tanker, VIN 1FDXR82A9KVA09144 and deliver to the Sussex Courthouse Volunteer Fire Department.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Culpeper County Resolution Regarding Illegal Aliens
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is a copy of a resolution which was adopted by the Culpeper County Board of Supervisors regarding illegal aliens.   The resolution reads as follows:
WHEREAS, Virginia Code Section 15.2-1700 states that any locality “may provide for the protection of its inhabitants and property and for the preservation of peace and good order therein;” and,

WHEREAS, as demonstrated by the shared concerns of other localities, and increase in illegal aliens may cause (1) an increased burden on County services, (2) increased cost to the County, and (3) increased crime; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has authorized the appointment of a Commission to study and make recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to legislative solutions to problems caused by illegal aliens in the commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Culpeper County believes that a coalition of localities of the Commonwealth, which must deal with these problems daily, can offer a unique perspective to the Commission and the General Assembly in formulating solutions to these problems.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF CULPEPER COUNTY, VIRGINIA:  

1. The County of Culpeper stands ready to join with other localities to study and formulate recommendations to the General Assembly and its Commission for the resolution of problems caused by illegal aliens within the commonwealth of Virginia.

2. The County Administrator is hereby directed to identify other localities interested in forming such a coalition.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

The Board requested that the Sheriff’s Department provide data regarding any problems caused by illegal aliens in Sussex County.

Sheriff Bell advised that a study is being conducted and he will report findings to the Board as soon as they are available.

Replacement of Boiler in Historic Courthouse

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that the boiler that provides heat for office located in the front portion of the Historic Courthouse is over 20 years old. It has been repaired a number of times including service calls last winter. Staff recommends that the boiler be replaced. Estimates for replacement have been sought from four companies. Three visited the location. Two have returned estimates. The third firm stated the distance was a factor and did not bid. The fourth company has not returned a cost.

Staff seeks permission to replace the existing boiler and the ability to accept the lowest responsive and responsible bidder.

The following costs have been received:

                    Rawlings Mechanical Corporation (Courtland)      $10,810.00

                    Tate Engineering Systems, Inc. (Chesapeake)        $23,327.00 

Staff recommends acceptance of the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. Rawlings  Mechanical Corporation is a known vendor and has done business with the County for a number of years. 

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR JONES, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the purchase and installation of a boiler to be placed in the Historic Courthouse, which consists of: 5EW175Z Dunkirk boiler with Reilo burner, three circulators, one thermostat to be installed in Clerk’s Office to regulate that zone, switching relays, three flow controls, large expansion tank, removal of existing boiler, hydronic piping altered to accommodate new zone in Clerk’s Office, all wiring pertaining to new boiler, existing oil lines to reconnect to new boiler; gerber oil filter install in oil lines, venting of new boiler, at a price not to exceed $10, 810.00.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Treasurer’s Report
As reported by Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff, Sussex County Treasurer, the statement of money in the bank to the credit to Sussex County at the close of business, August 31, 2007 was $12,267,742.67.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the September 20, 2007 Board packet).
Commissioner of the Revenue – no report
Sheriff’s Department – no report
Superintendent of Schools
Appomattox Governor’s School Resolution

Dr. Charles H. Harris, III, Division Superintendent advised the Board that the foundation that currently owns the property to the Appomattox Governor’s School has completed all payments and has the deed to the property.  The Appomattox Governor’s School Limited partnership has agreed to turn the title over to the Regional Board.  The Sussex County School Board approved the resolution supporting the transfer of the deed to the property to the Regional Board. They are now requesting the Sussex County Board of Supervisors to approve the attached resolution agreeing to transfer the deed to the Regional Board. Each School Board and local governing body participating in the program must agree to the deed being given to the Regional Board to complete this action.

Dr. Harris recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the attached resolution giving the deed to the property for the Appomattox Governor’s School to the Regional Board.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: WHEREAS that the School Board of Sussex County participates in the Appomattox Regional Governor’s School for the Arts and Technology (“Governor’s School”), which is governed by the Regional Board; and

WHEREAS, the title to the building which houses the Governor’s School is held by the Appomattox Governor’s School Limited Partnership; and

WHEREAS, Virginia Code Ann. §22.1-26 permits the Regional Board to hold title to the Governor’s School building with the approval of the participating school boards and the respective local governing bodies; and

WHEREAS, the Appomattox Governor’s School Limited Partnership desires to transfer title to the Governor’s School building to the Regional Board as permitted by Virginia Code Ann. §22.1-26; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Sussex County approves title to the Governor’s School being vested in the Regional Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Sussex County hereby approves of the transfer of title to the Governor’s School building from the Appomattox Governor’s School Limited Partnership to the Regional Board.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Fly asked Superintendent Harris about the water problem at the elementary school in Waverly. He stated that he has received calls from parents stating there were days when there was no water at the school. 
Superintendent Harris advised that he was not aware of that issue, but will look into it.

Deputy County Administrator Brown advised that the Town of Waverly informed her that work to the water system had been done which caused the loss of pressure and that may have been the problem.

Chairman Tyler and Supervisor Fly agreed to serve on a committee with school officials to  locate land for the school project.

Superintendent Harris responded that the School Board has made a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors for the construction of one elementary school. If the Board of Supervisors wants them to pursue two schools, then approval needs to be given to hire an architect be hired to begin design work for two schools.
Director of Social Services – no report
County Attorney – no report
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Comments were heard from the following:

Mr. Tom Page, owner of the Sussex Surry Dispatch, requested that the “Pledge of Allegiance” be recited at the beginning of all Board of Supervisors meetings.

Ms. Ann Joyner spoke and shared her concerns regarding the proposed parking lot at the Church of the Latter Day Saints on Prospect Street in Wakefield. She stated that if the parking lot is constructed, there may be a potential for more flooding in the area. 

Supervisor Collins advised that he had received several phone calls regarding this issue and reminded the Board that there have been recent meetings held regarding the flooding problems within the Chowan River Basin area. He suggested that staff re-examine the permit request prior to giving approval.

County Attorney Thompson advised that the Town of Wakefield does not have zoning regulations and that the County has limited authority. Some of the reviewers of the plans say that flooding will not be an issue, but if the residents in the area have proof, they have the option of filing an nuisance suit and taking it to court.

Supervisor Fly advised that he has received phone calls from residents also and they have voiced the same concerns.  There is a flooding problem. He further advised that he hand delivered a letter to Senator Webb requesting that $500,000 be allocated for the Chowan Bain Study.
Mr. Keith Blowe spoke regarding the number of candidates running for Sheriff.  He suggested that a forum be held so that citizens can ask questions of the candidates.

Supervisor Fly advised that a candidate’s debate has been scheduled for October 11th at the Wakefield Foundation.

County Administrator Jones advised that a “meet the candidates” event is scheduled for September 26th in the General District Courtroom at 7:00 p.m. This is being coordinated by the Sussex Chamber of Commerce.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that at the May 17, 2007 meeting, Ms. Deborah Davis was reappointed to the Southside Community Criminal Justice Board.  There is still a vacancy on the Board for Sussex County, due to the resignation of Ms. Regina Smith.  Ms. Smith was the Sussex County District 19 representative.  The appointee must be a Sussex County resident or employed by the County.  The Board meets every other month or at least once per quarter, subject to business items.  The Board doesn’t meet in December.  Currently, there is no set meeting day. Mr. Keith C. Blowe, 13071 Courthouse road, Waverly VA, 23890 had expressed and interest in this Board appointment. His resume’ is included in the Board packet for your review.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appoints Mr. Keith C. Blowe, 13071, Waverly, VA 23890 to the Southside Community Corrections Board, term expiring June 30, 2009.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

NEW BUSINESS  

Wakefield Community Park

Supervisor Fly requested that the $50,000 that was allocated in the current fiscal year’s budget for recreation be transferred to the Town of Wakefield so that the project can move forward. He advised that the Town of Wakefield has leased the property from the Wakefield Christian Outreach Center.
County Attorney Thompson will review the state code regarding the transferring of public funds between two governing bodies and report at the October 18, 2007 meeting.

Club Drive
Supervisor Fly advised there is a portion of Club Drive that is in disrepair.  The Town of Wakefield, VDOT and the Sussex Service Authority have been contacted and all state that the repair of the road is not their responsibility.  Supervisor Fly asked what recourse does the County have?
County Attorney Thompson advised that he will begin his research by finding out who has the easements and will provide a report to the Board at the October 18, 2007 meeting.

RECESS/ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Tom Page asked if the Board will adopt a resolution to include reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance” at the beginning of their meetings.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” at the beginning of each meeting.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Administrator Jones asked the Board to recess until 5:30 pm on Monday, October 15, 2007. The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors have been asked to attend a meeting at East Side Community Center, 7301 Boydton Plank Road, Petersburg, VA regarding Rowanty Vocational Center.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the September 20, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until 5:30 p.m. on Monday, October 15, 2007.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

