At a Reconvened Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held on Thursday, June 30, 2011 – 3:00 p.m.

General District Courtroom – Sussex Judicial Center
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
          T. Wayne Birdsong         
Charlie E. Caple, Jr.

C. Eric Fly, Sr.

          Wayne M. Harrell

Harris L. Parker

Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

OTHERS PRESENT
George E. Morrison, III, Interim County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Onnie L. Woodruff, Treasurer

Chequila H. Fields, Director of Social Services

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

Nicole L. Scuderi, Administrative Secretary
Item 1. Call To Order
The June 30, 2011 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Parker. 
Item 2.  Approval of Agenda
Prior to the adoption of the agenda, Supervisor Birdsong advised that he questions the legality of the location of the public hearing for the Redistricting Project. He also stated that his reason for doing so is that state laws say public notices shall state where the meeting will be held. It was not advertised for this location (General District Courtroom). It was advertised for the school auditorium. (He distributed a document to each of the Board members and County Attorney Thompson).

County Attorney Thompson: “The Sussex-Surry Dispatch was given the notice; they signed off on the notice, advertising the hearing here (the General District Courtroom); for some unknown reason, they kept publishing that the hearing would be at the school board. They were well aware, the notice got to them in time; they confirmed that they would advertise at this hearing date and they didn’t do it. Two times, the first one, they went against what they sent back in draft and misspelled words, the second one, they put in the wrong; and they had those advertisements and they did it. But regardless of that, the hearing can proceed; one, someone at the school, I believe Ms. Williams will attest to this; that there is, I arranged that after finding out about Sussex Surry’s mistake, two weeks in a row, that there is someone over at the school now who has the designated task to redirect to this area. The ordinance itself, what the material parts of the ordinance is that, it tells you the nature of the proceeding and with specificity, as much as possible that what the Board is doing. Both ordinances that the Board must decide upon, the Clerk of Court has a copy of it, the Registrar has a copy of it; all of the towns were made aware of this because of the error. It had to have been an unfortunate error, by them, never seen it before in my life, the newspaper twice putting in the wrong dates after confirming by fax that they would put in the correct one. But regardless of that, Supervisor Birdsong, I would suggest that you can proceed because notice requirements were being met. Ms. Williams will, I talked with the school superintendent; someone is posted there now and the public will have an opportunity. Someone was posted there, prior to 3 o’clock; someone is there now to redirect any individual there. As of this point and time, no one has showed up there but we will automatically get a call if someone does not show up. So we can proceed with the hearing because fortunately, the newspaper did put in the nature of the proceedings and the exact ordinance that the Board would consider adopting and amending.”
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the agenda of the June 30, 2011 meeting.
Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Item 3. Motion to Enter Public Hearing 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby enters public hearing to consider the enactment and/or amendments of ordinances as provided by Section 24.2-304.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, which allows for the reapportionment of election districts.
Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Birdsong advised that he still questions the legality of this meeting.

Item 3a. Redistricting Project (Brief Overview by County Attorney)
County Attorney: “The Board can adopt the ordinance that’s now in effect; the emergency ordinance. There were suggestions made by a supervisor and the registrar. One supervisor requested that that area above Route 35 extending the Stony Creek District to Nebletts Road and Oakdale, that a contraction occur. That contraction is the second ordinance that is there for you. And because of that adjustment, the second ordinance is proposed to you. Under that second ordinance, the other change is that the county registrar has requested that the names of the Courthouse North Precinct be changed to Wakefield. Under the statute, it’s been labeled Wakefield without authority to do such. But the registrar wants it cleared up and I would suggest that the Board clear that up and change the name to Wakefield as opposed to Courthouse North. The other request of the registrar was that Progressive Precinct, he was using the West Wakefield name which is not in the statute; he is requesting that formally, he be allowed to continue to use the West Wakefield name. The third is a minor one in that the registrar again is requesting that the Courthouse South Precinct simply be labeled the Courthouse Precinct. But the Board has before it, the plan designated as the emergency ordinance is the plan that the Board passed.  The Board can amend the emergency ordinance and take into account the registrar’s request, if the Board so desires, regarding the precinct names. The Board can accept, if it so desires, a request of a supervisor to contract Stony Creek below Route 35 or the Board can as designated as the emergency ordinance enact that ordinance as is.”
Supervisor Fly: “We got in the mail, from Mr. Thompson’s office, a redistricting plan with an emergency ordinance attached to it. It has some changes in it from the plan that we adopted and I’d like to find out what plans are we looking at here. If we adopted an emergency plan with Lobbs Shop Technical Revision and the Board agreed that the Lobbs Shop Technical Revision would allow the Wakefield District to intrude into the town limits of Waverly only down Lobbs Shop Road; only taking in the portion of Lobbs Shop Road that is in the Town of Waverly and then we get in the mail, a plan with an emergency ordinance attached to it that goes much further into the Town of Waverly than what we had voted on. So I guess I have a question on how did that occur after we had voted on the plan?”
County Attorney Thompson: “There is a simple response to it Mr. Chairman. With the exception of the census blocks which Mr. Fly requested be split, to put him in the Courthouse District, you do not split census blocks. I requested of the Board that the two Lobbs Shop Road census blocks in the Town of Waverly be put into the Wakefield election district. The census blocks on both sides of road, and I think I advised some of the Board members that those census blocks, even though they start at Lobbs Shop Road, one of the Board’s mandates is to avoid splitting census blocks; an exception was made for Supervisor Fly, but the two Lobbs Shop Road census blocks, which I requested and the Board agreed to commencing at Lobbs Shop Road are placed in it. In fact that the plan regarding the contraction of Stony Creek, I advised that was census blocks; Mr. Fly might not have been aware, but I respected two census blocks from Lobbs Shop Road. You do not, under the Board’s mandate, split census blocks except for the exception made for Supervisor Fly.”
Supervisor Fly: “First let me go backwards, as we always do. I stayed in the meeting when we developed this final plan. It was not my request to split census blocks to include my house; put me in the Courthouse District. I think if the attorney remembers and Mr. Birdsong was always there and hope he can verify this; I was opposed to splitting census blocks and wanted the entire census block put into the Blackwater District; so never anytime did I request that my census block be split. Second, in the last meeting, and I am tired of the games, I am furious with the games; because we voted in the last meeting. Mr. Thompson requested to be able to go in and make a technical revision called Lobbs Shop Road Technical Revision, which we were told only took in 6 to 9 houses. And only to take in those 6 to 9 houses into the Wakefield District. Nothing was ever mentioned about coming half way into the Town of Waverly. Now this change was made without the Board’s approval. This change was not what we agreed upon. We agreed upon Lobbs Shop Road being added to the Wakefield District only the portion of Lobbs Shop Road, 6 to 9 houses that were in the Town of Waverly; that’s all we agreed upon and if you remember Mr. Chairman, it was particularly pointed at you because that is your district that it was being taken out of. So someone has gone in and changed the plan from which we approved, which to me, opens up a can of worms, because it’s not the plan we approved to come to public hearing. It’s a different plan.”
Chairman Parker: “There were some discussion about the Lobbs Shop Road and I asked the question in the discussion – does Lobbs Shop Road come down to Main Street and then it goes down Pleasant Springs on which side? I asked that question and when I got the facts from him two or three days later and he said that the census block was in fact what we are talking about across those woods. It’s not many houses, but it is a census block question that did come up in the discussion about the census block, but I was concerned about how many houses along Pleasant Springs and what side of the road. Because he did mention that it was going to come out to Main Street and go down to Pleasant Springs.”

Supervisor Fly: “I have tolerated a lot during this redistricting process; we have compromised, we have compromised, we have compromised. We continue to come back to the meetings and we vote on something, we come back, the plan is changed again. I’m going to tell you the truth, I am not going to compromise anymore; I’m finished. I have bent over backwards to try to accommodate this attorney on what this Board needs to do. I am not going to compromise again; I am not going to yield again and I am going to vote against this emergency ordinance and send the thing to the courts, then you send it to the courts. The game playing will stop today. Now you can correct this, as Chairman or you can let it go forward and let it be voted down.”

Chairman Parker:  “Let me say something too. I am surprised you even mention that – compromise. Anybody that has been attending these hearings know that this whole thing started with you supervisor. It started with you about wanting to get Wakefield together; we have bent over backwards trying to accommodate you. We have. I have bent over more than backwards trying to accommodate this Board. I am the one who is giving up all this stuff, three districts coming into Waverly. It doesn’t bother me at all. So I have compromised to accommodate your plan of wanting to get Wakefield put back together. All of us are doing some compromising here and I would ask you today, not to delay this thing any longer because of some misconception of whether or not we discussed or not discussed eight or nine houses that’s in my district.”
Supervisor Fly: “Compromise, it’s not a compromise when you make a promise to put the Town of Wakefield back together which is what the people want and we did finally through all of these plans accomplish putting the Town of Wakefield back in one district. But we cannot agree on one plan and vote as a Board on one Thursday, come back on another Thursday and expect to have a public hearing on a plan that is completely different from what we voted on. I’m not sure it legal. It’s unethical, at the very least, it’s unethical, now I will leave the legalities to the attorney, but it is unethical to present a plan to the citizens of Sussex County to vote on that plan and then come back to a public hearing and it has been altered and changed. It is not proper. And I would ask that this plan that we adopt today be moved back to the plan in which we agreed upon and which we voted for which was only Lobbs Shop Road be inserted into the Wakefield District.”
Supervisor Caple: “Mr. Fly is talking about he’s tired and don’t want to do anything else. You know how I feel. I’m tired and sick and everything else with this plan because we have bent over backwards trying to accommodate Mr. Fly. He doesn’t know what he wants himself, it looks like, he keeps changing everything and we have tried to satisfy him and he keeps talking about the promise he made. The people that he promised, they are not coming out here to say they agree or disagree. If they disagree as much as he says they do, they ought to be here. We have tried everything we know how and Mr. Thompson told him several times, we need to present something that Justice will approve. If you do something that Justice will not approve, why send it to them? If the County Attorney comes back with a change, it is because we gave him the authority to do that. All of this stuff is just foolishness, childish.”
Supervisor Fly: “If you allow this to slip into personal attacks, I will be glad to attack back, but I’m not going to do that. Let me just say this, Mr. Caple is making references to the fact that he has bent over backwards. I will invite the gentleman from the Stony Creek District to tell us how many hours has he spent drawing plans and how many plans he created.”

Supervisor Caple: “We have somebody to do that, so I did not have to do that.”
Supervisor Fly: “I do agree with Mr. Caple in that we did come together and we did pass a plan that included inserting Lobbs Shop Road only into the Wakefield District. And Mr. Chairman, if you remember, you are the one that asked the attorney will this plan pass Justice and the attorney thought it had a very good chance of passing Justice. And my question is this: if we pass the plan that included only Lobbs Shop Road into the Wakefield District and the attorney believes that would pass Justice, why do we have a changed plan before us now? I agree with Mr. Caple, it should not have been changed.”
Chairman Parker: “Because of the census blocks. He just explained it to us.”

Supervisor Fly: “No, I went through the census blocks and they are separate census blocks.”

Chairman Parker: “I want to ask you a question Mr. Fly. What does Lobbs Shop Road and Pleasant Spring, what does that do to what we said?”

Supervisor Fly: “My problem is this – number one, I am against the Town of Waverly being divided into three districts. I expressed that the other night.”
Chairman Parker: “It’s my district and I am not against it.” 

Supervisor Fly: “And we respect it because it’s your district. But now, the only reason I voted for it was because we said that we were going to take this one little piece of Lobbs Shop Road, not even a half mile; it’s not going to hurt anything, Mr. Thompson begged us, let me take that little piece of Lobbs Shop Road that is in the Town of Waverly and put it in the Wakefield District. So we agreed to that. But now, this plan comes half way into the Town of Waverly. That’s my problem. We have come almost to the railroad in the Town of Waverly. This plan should not have been changed from what we voted on.”
Supervisor Birdsong: “When we approved the plan in the last meeting, it was with a lot of opposition on my part dividing the Town of Waverly into three districts. I was opposed to that and I still am opposed to it, but in order to come up with a plan when we last met that we can all agree on, I agreed that we would come down Lobbs Shop Road to Route 40. Mr. Thompson told us that it only included 6 to 9 houses. I did not like the idea; I voiced my opinion of the idea of coming into the Town of Waverly with Wakefield voting district. I didn’t like the Wakefield voting district wrapping around the opposite side of the Town of Waverly up to 460 again. I don’t like it now, but I agreed to go with that in order to get a plan. Now we come in here tonight and we’ve got a plan that has been altered beyond what we agreed on in our last meeting. Mr. Thompson told us all we had to do was to finish coming down Lobbs Shop Road to Main Street and that would take care all of the problems we had. He did not mention coming all the way across like he has on the drawings here now. That was not discussed at all. This plan is a plan that the Board has not approved because it has been altered.”

County Attorney Thompson: “When we were sitting in the Housing Department and Supervisor Birdsong and Supervisor Fly and I were sitting there, I showed them, I requested of them, initially, to put that Lobbs Shop Road census block in there. The demographer showed both of them the Lobbs Shop Road census blocks dimensions. I constantly requested of them to do that because indicating, they saw the census block. They saw me point it out; they saw the demographer point it out; in fact, we put it in three or four times and took it out three or four times. That was before the meeting, before the request was made. Supervisor Birdsong, Supervisor Fly knew the exact geographical dimensions of both Lobbs Shop census blocks because they were there when the plan was constructed and they saw the geographical dimensions of it.”
Supervisor Birdsong: “What Mr. Thompson is saying is true. We did put that census block up on the map. But we objected to that census block being put in the Town of Wakefield into the Wakefield voting district because it was inside the Town of Waverly. That’s why when we came to our last meeting, that census block was not included in the plan that we approved as part of the Wakefield voting district. It was still part of the Waverly district because we did not agree to that being moved out of the Waverly voting district.”
Item 3b. Public Comments
Comments were heard from:

Raymond Warren: “I live in Waverly, been there all my life; currently in the Blackwater District. I have been in, I been out, I‘ve been talked about. I am not sure where I am. I am not even sure that Waverly is still 23890 zip code. Let me briefly say how disappointed I am in the Board. I respect your office; I respect each one of you as grown adults. But this has been an absolute circus; I have been coming over here to every meeting for the last ten to twelve months; been to special meetings, been to all the hearings. And I have kept my mouth shut, but I can’t take it any longer. I am happy that Wakefield got what they wanted, back together. But I am not real happy that they brought Wakefield slam to Waverly and carried it all the way around Waverly and come out on 460, the other side of Van Cleef’s. It makes absolutely no sense and the one that you are looking at right now, it’s approved; it takes me, a candidate in the Blackwater District all the way to Wakefield to the town limits. I rode the new…… every foot of it, this map, and I started at the Wakefield Town limits, why am I in Wakefield, trying to represent, when Wakefield is going to come all the way around Waverly and come past Van Cleef’s on 460? I cannot understand that Mr. Thompson and I want to direct the question to you.”
County Attorney Thompson: “If the chair will allow me to answer it.”

Chairman Parker: “Go ahead.”

Raymond Warren: “Your job, as the way I see it, and I am not an attorney, but I have been in court many of times processing law. Your job, the way I see it, is to advise these people on legalities, not opinions, and I have heard your opinions so many times at these hearings and I am tired of it. Let me finish, then you can answer the question. You have overstepped your bounds as far as an attorney; your only position, at this Board of Supervisors is to advise them when they are legally wrong or right. But your opinion has been fully put into this situation on this redistricting too many times.”
County Attorney Thompson: “Of course, it’s legal. As you are aware, there are four mandatory redistricting criteria. If you call that opinion, it’s not; that’s the fact that is given to the Board. Equal population, deviation of 10% or less, contiguity – they have to attach to each other, compactness and also the Virginia Voters Right act. Those are the only things that have been expressed as you well said in advising the Board regarding each of these four mandatory redistricting prongs. Some supervisors came forward with a plan as you put it that did not loop Wakefield around to the western portion of Waverly. That plan would have created a 51% percent black minority majority district. It would have affectively reduced the population of other minority citizens in this County by approximately 15% and in my estimation Justice would not stomach a plan that reduces in a majority black county, minority population by 15%. Also, regarding the compactness, that has been advanced throughout regarding the Board and quite candidly sir, that is not opinion; that is a legal opinion stating the probability. The plans that others have presented that would reduce or create three majority white districts and have a swing district in which the population is about 48% black, I will state again, it’s not just an opinion, it is a legal opinion that such a plan would not pass the Department of Justice.”
Raymond Warren: “I’m going to respond to his comment that if you call coming down the railroad track from Wakefield to Waverly continuity and compactness and you leave Wakefield setting down there and then you bring it and come all the way around Waverly, I don’t call that compactness. I call that ludicrous. Coming back to the redistricting, but what you are doing here today, I don’t think it’s legal, I agree with Mr. Birdsong. Anytime you put an ad in the paper for two weeks and it’s the wrong place, whatever you’re doing here today as far as I’m concerned is illegal. He’s the attorney and I rest my case.”

Thomas Raines, Courthouse District: “To clarify one thing, I went to the school first today, there was a notice on door; there was no one there to redirect me, just to clarify. I read the notice and came here. But that just clarifies a point that was made earlier. As a former registrar, I am very aware of the great difficulty all of you have faced in drafting a plan, when I look at this plan, I just shake my head. I feel that all of you should be ashamed of presenting such a, I think the word is ludicrous is used. This is an absurd plan. I know each of you and I know each of you can do better than this and I ask you to try.”  
Item 3c. Board Comments

Chairman Parker asked the County Attorney what options the Board has.
Supervisor Tyler: “For the last six months or so, we have worked on this plan. We have been here until 12:30 am at night. And the whole concept, the whole hold up was putting Wakefield back together. That was the request that Mr. Fly and Mr. Birdsong had. The Board was against it, but the Board moved ahead to accommodate Mr. Fly and Mr. Birdsong because we wanted to move ahead to get something to Justice. Mr. Fly and I went to Crater Planning Commission to draw up a plan to put Wakefield back together. We worked on that; we couldn’t get a plan. I think we reduced it, the issue was reducing, putting Wakefield back together; if we did that, it would substantially reduce the minority population in Wakefield, from 60 some percent to 62%. In the spirit of compromise to protect the incumbents, I requested the Board to move ahead with that and the Board did reduce to protect the incumbent because Mr. Fly was representing Wakefield. Then, the request was somehow to work with Mr. Attorney, to move Mr. Fly from representing Wakefield to work this map out to move him into the Courthouse to accommodate him. I supported that, at the Board’s request. I made a motion; we did accommodate to move Mr. Fly from Wakefield, now if I’m wrong, correct me, from Wakefield and now he represents Courthouse. The little strand that goes over, that’s okay, because we all agreed on that. So that left Mr. Birdsong representing Wakefield. Mr. Birdsong, you were in Courthouse, so you all switched. I support and the Board approved that, so my district was reduced. I didn’t have a problem with that, I said at the beginning, as long as we get a plan that the Board could agree to. Then it came down to Lobbs Shop Road and Spring Grove; that was the hold up. The chair, at the last meeting said, ‘I will tell you what, I will  sacrifice, in my district, that doesn’t make any difference to me, if that means we will get a plan agreed to tonight, I agree to change my district.’ The Chair agreed, at the last meeting, he agreed to make modifications to make sure this plan was safe. We voted on it unanimously and agreed to that. Now, I’m surprised that we are back today, that which we have agreed. And there could be some misunderstanding, all of us can say we heard different things, but I know the Chair said, if it affects my district, I will do it, but we got to get something out of here. And we voted on and he said, if I remember correctly, I am happy that we got a plan that we all could work with. Mr. Fly, with all due respect, but have you or Mr. Birdsong made any sacrifices? Just think about it. We tried to accommodate by moving you from Courthouse to Wakefield to Courthouse. We tried and we did put Wakefield back together as a request. Now we come today saying, Mr. Chair in your district, which you agreed to, I opposed this plan because it’s in your district. To me, it’s not the spirit of compromise. To come about the litigation of the public hearing; we have to move on. We have spent so many nights working on this thing. We have done the best we could do; some things were done to protect the incumbent. And we know we did it at their request. I don’t understand that here we are talking about what the Chair agreed to do, to assure that we have a plan that we voted on and now we come back and say Chair I disagree, I want you to make another change. I have been very cooperative. Today, I am not changing any more. Because there are elections that have to be held; we have got to move on, there are people in the military who have to vote. We are holding up the whole process. The registrar said we are holding it up; the attorney said we are holding it up. We have given you everything you want. We have compromised; we have worked hard Mr. Chair, I want to thank you too for making a big sacrifice. I think it is unfair and disrespectful to the Chair and the Board with some of the trivial issues. We have citizens out there; we have business we need to take care; we have to move on Mr. Fly. This is not Sussex County; we can do better.”
Supervisor Fly:  “I don’t disagree with Mr. Tyler. Let me first go back to a comment that was made. References keep being made to putting me in the Courthouse District and the lack of sacrifice. I voluntarily allowed myself to be moved; requested that I be moved out of the district where I have won twice and have a lot of friends and family. Because you cannot put the Town of Wakefield back together without, one, either me or Mr. Birdsong being in a different district. You can’t have two supervisors in one district. Since Mr. Birdsong actually lives in the Town limits of Wakefield, therefore he, naturally, would have to represent Wakefield. I live in the county, so if you put the Town of Wakefield back together, one of us had got to go. He can’t go because he lives in town. So this reference that we keep making about me getting out of the Wakefield District, I had to sacrifice going out of the district that I had won two elections in; in order to accomplish the goal of putting Wakefield back together. I just wanted to make that statement. Now, I agree with Mr. Tyler, in that we need to move on and that is my very point. A couple of Thursdays ago, we met and all six of us voted on one plan after all these months. We all came together, everybody gave up something; nobody is really tickled with the plan. Of course, that’s the art of compromise, nobody is happy. So we have a plan; we voted on that plan; we voted 6-0 on that plan; and our attorney says it can go to Justice and it can pass. And so we come to a public hearing tonight to adopt the ordinance that will allow it go to Justice and we have a different plan. What I am going to ask the Board to do is to vote tonight to approve the plan, stated that we…” (next words inaudible because another supervisor interjected).
Supervisor Tyler: “We don’t have a different plan.”

Supervisor Fly: “If it’s not a big deal, then let’s go back to the plan we adopted. I’m going to tell you what’s going to happen; I will make a prediction, I will be a prophet for just a second. We got a plan that we all voted on 6-0; nobody likes the plan, but that’s the way it is. And our attorney says it can pass Justice. We voted that plan and were done with it. But the plan we have before us is not what all six agreed on the other Thursday night. And what’s going to happen is, for this change that’s coming up to Pleasant Springs Road is going to wind up locking this thing up three/three and we are going to be deadlocked and we will have to go to court and we will have to spend the money in the courts. What I will ask the Board to do is to take this plan back to what we originally agreed on which was only Lobbs Shop Road, that little section, half a mile we were told in Lobbs Shop Road at the end of the Town of Waverly and that’s the redistricting plan we vote on tonight. I would predict it would go 6-0 again. That’s what our attorney told us when we did it the other night.”
Chairman Parker:  “I asked the question, Mr. Attorney; I don’t know why I am willing to compromise so much. But listen to this. So we go to Lobbs Shop Road to Main, what does that do to the chances of the plan we are talking about right here, right now?”

County Attorney Thompson: “Here’s the request and that’s why even though Supervisors Fly and Birdsong said they did not want those Lobbs Shop Road census blocks, which they saw, I showed them that. What it will do Mr. Chairman, I made request for those two Lobbs Shop Road census blocks. Wakefield will be reduced five to six percentage points to in the fifties and Wakefield. The 2010 census without redistricting has Wakefield at 65 plus percent 18 black and over. I requested that those two Lobbs Shop Road census blocks be put in because as we were discussing as I told Supervisor Birdsong and Supervisor Fly that in my estimation, you would have to be close to 62% in the Wakefield District because you are decreasing, putting Wakefield together, decreases it by about five to six percent. But if you wanted to do that and they went back and forth and I went to the Board and indicated that in my estimation that Lobbs Road area census blocks, which I explained, I thought to everyone, would come up  to Pleasant Springs and I told them that; the industrial area. In my estimation, if you take out those Lobbs Shop Road census blocks and reduced Wakefield into fifty some odd percent, the plan would not pass Justice, particularly when Justice is on the verge, if the Board ever reaches a final resolution in passing the plan that was before at 66% over 18. And they are just waiting for some final resolution. So in my estimation of five to six percent reduction in Wakefield would not pass the Department of Justice.”
Chairman Tyler: “Now let me ask a question. Now maybe I am getting it clear. I did not know that. I am going to ask a direct question. When we discussed Lobbs Shop and Pleasant Springs, my question is and maybe this explains why it’s coming up. When we voted on that and agreed to that and went back and added that section, did that have an impact on the minority voting base there? So if this area is taken out Mr. Fly, it reduces the minority population. My next comment will be to the public. I will say what I said at the last meeting; we have to bridge the racial gap. I’m going to say it. If that is the issue in this plan, we’re trying to stack a deck of the Board; we have to move on with business Mr. Fly. See I did not know that there was the issue here today. Any Board member, now in 2011 still have those antiquated ideas. I told you all before the Board meeting, don’t come with that. That we will be fair. We need to look at economic development, we need to move on Mr. Fly. We have given you what you wanted. I am being fair and I am honest with you. And I know you have mentioned it to Mr. Fly, but it’s wrong. We have given you what you wanted to go back and look at the plan to see how you can further decrease the minority population in Wakefield. Gentlemen, it is wrong. We have given you what you want; we have moved you where you want, we reduced the population; the Chair have given up; then you’re coming back with that today. Now I did not know that. You all should have said that earlier. I did not know that’s an issue. Mr. Fly, now I see what your issue is, but that’s not fair. Now I am ready to vote. We’ve been around; we grown up and we need to stop. I call for the question. We need to vote on the plan; vote it up or down and if doesn’t pass, let Justice handle it. If we, as elected officials cannot constantly do what’s right for the voters; let Justice handle it; let the courts handle it. Today, I am not giving anymore, because I think we have done enough. You know why we have been here so long, tell the truth, because we were accommodating Mr. Fly. Today it ceases. We have got to move on.”
Supervisor Fly: “Up until this point, the eight years I have served, I thought Mr. Tyler was a fairly intelligent man, but now I see that he’s not. Me and Mr. Birdsong met with Mr. Thompson the day of the meeting, two Thursdays back, with the demographer, at the meeting at the building in Waverly. And we went through this plan and our goals were to, one, put the Town of Wakefield back together, two, keep the Wakefield District from wrapping around the other side of Waverly and three, to keep the Wakefield District a majority minority district. Now, in the meeting, we worked on it, we did things, we moved things around, we came in and took the Blackwater District, we shoved it almost to the railroad track in Wakefield in order to take more whites out. We moved things around, this is all with our attorney and the demographer helping us in the room. They made suggestions, we moved things and we finally got it to where Mr. Thompson said, look if we can pick up this one section over which wraps the Wakefield district around Waverly, if we can pick up, if we can get the minority population where Justice will go for it. And that’s what we agreed to in the meeting. Then the demographer said, I think you’ve got it, it looks good. At the very end of the meeting, Mr. Thompson said let’s look at one other thing. He said we probably need to pick up a little more minority population somewhere else in County because we are giving up some in Wakefield. So that’s where these two lines come from Henry District. You see where the Henry District line is drawn and you see a little finger between that and the Courthouse District, that’s why that was put in, to pick up additional minority population in Henry District. Then if you look at the Stony Creek District, that finger coming out beyond the boundaries of Stony Creek coming over to 35, that’s why that was put in. These were recommendations from the attorney. These fingers came out to pick up minority population; then the attorney said in our meeting, well we have lost some minority population in Wakefield, but we have picked up some minority population in Stony Creek and in the Henry District and that sort of balances everything out and we have a plan that I think will work and he said what do you all want to do. And we said, we don’t like looping around Waverly and we don’t like thin line over here, we don’t like these two fingers sticking out, but let’s go with it. And if the Justice Department will go with it, we will go with it. That plan in which we worked on was presented to this Board. Then an amendment was wanted to be made that we come down into Waverly and we pick up the Lobbs Shop Road. One of the things I never wanted was for Waverly to be split into three districts. So we come just down Lobbs Shop Road and picked that up. When we left the meeting in Waverly, our attorney said that he thought that this plan had a high probability of passing Justice. That is why it was brought to the Board. Then we made that adjustment Thursday night, with your permission into your district to pick up just Lobbs Shop Road. When we left that meeting, it was the understanding that the minority population was near 62% and that would go through Justice because we picked another ½ percent in Henry and we picked up another ½ percent to a percent in Stony Creek. Then we came in and we picked up Lobbs Shop Road 6 to 9 houses, which is what we were told. We all voted for that. What I am arguing today has nothing to do with race. What it has to do with is the fact that we have a plan that we did not vote on. That’s my problem with this plan. I want to go back to the plan. If the Board votes to approve a plan that we did not vote on and does not meet 6 to 9 houses down Lobbs Shop Road not coming half way in town, and that’s my problem with it – it’s coming half way in town. I don’t care what the minority population; we have a plan that the attorney said he thought would pass, we had protected the minority population in Wakefield; we have protected the minority population in all six districts; we have done the four things that we need to do even though the contiguous thing, I think is a little stretch; we voted on 6-0 plan. Why are we going come today and sabotage a plan which we voted 6-0 by changing it? That’s my question.”
Chairman Parker: “I don’t think it’s changed. What has changed is a misconception. I distinctly remember talking about coming down Lobbs Shop Road and the census blocks; that’s what he kept talking about, that census block that comes down Lobbs Shop and go to Pleasant Springs and when you look at those census blocks and you go back and get on that machine, the census block is the one that tells you what the percentages are. And I knew when we left there at that meeting, that there was a possibility that might have to be a minor adjustment on Pleasant Springs Road on the left side.”
Supervisor Fly: “Is the change that was made from the plan that we voted on? Is that change made to increase….why was it changed?  Let me ask that question.”

County Attorney Thompson: “One of the great things is that I can stand and look the Board in the face and tell them what was done.  When I was in that meeting, Mr. Fly indicated, they were doing that in that meeting, I was going with compactness. One of the echoes of truths that come through, you recall that you indicated 62%? And if you will look at the plan, it is at 61.86% below the amount that you wanted. Mr. Fly indicated that the plan would produce a 62% percentage. Mr. Fly and to some extent, Supervisor Birdsong, they had the belief that it would be 62%. That’s why I came before the Board and requested those two blocks be put in and it still does not go to 62%. It goes to 61.86% which is what below that Mr. Fly (last part inaudible because a supervisor interjected).”

Chairman Parker: “I’m going to ask a direct question and give me a direct answer. So, if the plan that Mr. Fly and Mr. Birdsong believed that we commented on in here the other night; that concerns my district; that concerns Pleasant Springs; without Pleasant Springs, what do the percentages do when we put Wakefield back together?”
County Attorney Thompson:”It would drop into the fifties and that’s why. It would be about fifty-seven point some odd percent.”

Supervisor Fly: “That doesn’t even make any sense.”

Supervisor Tyler: “I don’t care what the percentages are.”
County Attorney Thompson: “You are losing 72 people.” 

Supervisor Tyler: “Listen, there are six members on this Board. I don’t care what the percentages are. I know what we discussed; I know what we compromised; I know what we agreed on. I am not naïve.”

Chairman Parker: “The Chair will entertain a motion that we return to regular session.”
Item 4. Return to Regular Session
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Item 5. Board’s Action of Public Hearing Item
Supervisor Fly: “What I am asking is…what I am objecting to is the change in the plan that we voted on. In my opinion, we changed the plan. I am not objecting to percentages, I am not objecting numbers. I don’t like the plan, no other Board member likes the plan. But it is what it is. I am objecting to coming to meeting after meeting after meeting having what we voted on, changed by the County Attorney. That’s what I am objecting to and I want it back and I do not believe the numbers changed that much. I am objecting to the fact that the plan was changed after the Board voted on. Move it back, I will vote for it.”

County Attorney Thompson: “The ideal district in the County is 1,621 people. 10% of that is 162 thereabouts; 1% is 16. As Supervisors Fly and Birdsong know, the two Lobbs Shop Road census blocks, one contains 39, one contains 33 and a quick math, if you are at 16, 16 times four would be 64, keeping in mind that it’s a 72 census block. You subtract 4%, the district has already been reduced by 5% to 61.86%.  If you reduced that number, you are reducing by approximately 4%; that why I made a request that the Board add those census blocks to put it back over 60% because you’re going to lose 5% of black voting strength, if the Board adopts the plan that it has.”
Supervisor Fly: “So what you’re saying is, in order to get through the Justice Department, we have to move to Pleasant Springs to pick up more minority population so the change in the plan, that we didn’t authorize, in my opinion, was done to pick up more minority population. I understand that. So does that mean then that the two fingers that come out into Courthouse District which are very odd looking are no longer needed? They were put out there by you to pick up by ½ percent of minority population and so if we’re going to go to Pleasant Springs Road and accomplish the goal, then we can clean the plan up by bringing those two fingers back.”
County Attorney Thompson: “I am always, race never predominated in any of the plans. I don’t know what individuals may have done. Compactness, equal population, contiguity, voters’ right act, community of interest have always been used in my perception. If you will recall, this finger pointing out so forth, I did not request that. It’s compact; it’s contiguous and if he’s asking, that does reduce somewhat overall retrogression. Wakefield is being reduced by about 5%, but that came at the end.”
Chairman Parker announced that he will entertain the Board’s motion. 

Supervisor Tyler: “In light of all of the discussions we have had; and all of the hours that we have spent here for months. Trying to come up with a reasonable plan; trying to compromise; trying to move forward so we will not hold up the election process. And I respect the fact that Mr. Fly said what he thought he heard.  I believe what I heard and in the spirit of compromise, I think this is what we agreed to. This is what I was expecting to see.”
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded SUPERVISOR CAPLE to move ahead to approve this plan as submitted, in conjunction with the adoption of Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances and submit it to Justice.
Supervisor Birdsong: “I am going to vote against the motion for two reasons, one, the change in the plan that we did not vote on. This is a separate plan and Mr. Thompson is incorrect. The changes over in Stony Creek and Henry Districts were made at his insistence. The part of the Lobbs Shop Road area in Waverly, when we met with Mr. Thompson, he said that plan would pass Justice with that area not being in the Wakefield District, being in the Waverly District. That’s what Mr. Thompson told us. That’s one of the reasons I am going to vote against this plan. The other reason that I’m going to vote against this motion and this plan is because I still feel that this meeting is illegal.” 
Supervisor Fly: “I would ask the Board members to seriously consider not stalling this thing, I’m going to vote against the motion. I would ask that we have a substitute motion or that the motion be amended in such that we go back to the plan that we voted for at our regular Thursday night meeting, which was to include Lobbs Shop Road only the portion that is in the Town of Waverly. And my objection to the motion is the fact that I have had it with adopting ordinances, adopting plans, adopting programs, thinking that we moved forward, simply to come back to the next meeting and have it changed by the County Attorney without my knowledge. I’m going to vote against it.”
Supervisor Harrell: “I agree that when we left the other night, we were thinking that we had taken in Lobbs Shop just from the Waverly Town limits on Lobbs Shop Road to Ellsworth Store on Route 40. And I went by there and counted the houses on the way home, thinking that was all we were adding. I see the plans being changed and I don’t like it. And anybody in my district that has contacted me that has seen the plan thinks it’s ridiculous.”
Chairman Parker: “All in favor of said motion, say aye.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisors Birdsong, Fly Harrell
The motion failed due to a tie vote.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves the Redistricting Plan in which we agreed upon in our regularly scheduled meeting on June 16, 2011, which was Lobbs Shop Technical Revision, the insertion of Lobbs Shop Road only from the county line into Route 40 be added to the Wakefield District.
Supervisor Caple: “We have got to get rid of this my way or the highway mentality thing. We have worked and the only thing we do when we get ready to, when we want to, is make amendments to whatever we to do rectify it and change it and move on. If the only thing this thing needs is amendment, we could have moved on. Why do we keep on adopting plans? I am sick of it and we have to get rid of this mentality. That’s what it appears to me; if it’s not their way, they don’t want it. We give them everything they want, everything they ask for.”
Chairman Parker carried the vote.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: Supervisor Caple, Tyler

County Attorney Thompson: “For clarification, a supervisor requested that a part of Stony Creek be added to Courthouse, is that it?” 
Chairman Parker: “Lobbs Shop Road.”

County Attorney Thompson: “Done.”

Chairman Parker: “My patience is getting short too; awfully short. We need to write down what we hear and get it right the first time.”
Item 6. Laying of the Levy for Fiscal Year 2012
George E. Morrison, III, Interim County Administrator, advised the Board that the rates for the proposed laying of the levy for Fiscal Year 2012. All of the rates provided are unchanged from the current Fiscal Year 2011 except for the Personal Property Tax Relief which has been reduced from 70% for Fiscal Year 2011 to 63% for Fiscal Year 2012. The Board of Supervisors also needs to adopt the budget for Fiscal Year 2012.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby affirms that the Levy for Fiscal Year 2012 was properly advertised for public hearing; and
WHEREAS, the Sussex County Board of Supervisors held its public hearing on Thursday, June 16, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the Sussex County levy for Fiscal Year 2012, as follows:

Public Service @

R. E. $0.54/$100
P. P. @ $4.85/$100

Real Estate @


$0.54/$100

Mobile Home @ $0.54/$100

Machinery & Tools @
$2.43/$100

Merchants Capital @ $1.00/$100

Personal Property @

$4.85/$100

Fire and Rescue @ $2.43/$100

Personal Property Tax Relief (PPTRA) 63%

Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Item 7. Adoption of Sussex County Budget for Fiscal Year 2012
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby affirms that the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget was properly advertised for public hearing; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget, in the amount of forty seven million, four hundred forty-two thousand, four hundred ninety-eight dollars ($47,442,498.00), effective July 1, 2011.

Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Item 8. Appropriation of Sussex County Budget for Fiscal Year 2012

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget in the amount of forty seven million, four hundred forty-two thousand, four hundred ninety-eight dollars ($47,442,498.00), effective July 1, 2011.

Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Item 9. Appointment to Social Services Board
Chairman Parker advised that as supervisor of the Waverly District, and Mrs. Willie C. Walker came out of his district and based on the comments that he heard at the last meeting, Mrs. Walker never contacted him to dispute anything that had been reported. He nominated Mrs. Miriam Edwards, Post Office Box 816, Waverly VA 23890 to be appointed to the Social Services Board.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appoints Mrs. Miriam D. Edwards, Post Office Box 816, Waverly VA  23890 to the Sussex County Social Services Board, term expiring June 30, 2015.

Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Harrell advised that Mr. William Bain, member of the Sussex Social Services Board whose term expired on June 30, 2011, that he (Mr. Bain) is interested in being reappointed. 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby reappoints
Mr. William Bain, 4884 Beaverdam Road, Waverly VA 23890, to the Sussex County Social Services Board, term expiring June 30, 2015.

Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Abstaining: Supervisor Tyler
(Supervisor Tyler left the meeting at 5:30 p.m.)

Item 10. Closed Session
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby enter Closed Session for discussions regarding: (a) Prospective Business, concerning a prospective business’ location in the County where no previous announcement has been made by such business interested in locating in the County; (b) Acquisition of Real Property, for the construction of development of an industrial park and  negotiating strategies of the County and (c) Personnel Matters, discussion of interview of applicants, assignments, appointments, promotions, performance, salaries, discipline relating to possible salary and other expenditures from the County Budget. Applicable Code Sections 2.2-3711(A)(5), 2.2-3711(A)(3) and 2.2-3711(A)(1), respectively.
Voting aye:  Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler
Item 11. Return to Open Session
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors has convened a Closed Meeting on this date, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and  in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and,

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by Sussex County Board of Supervisors that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were heard discussed in the Closed Meeting to which this certification resolution applies; and (ii) only such public business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

Item 12.   Board’s Action on Items Discussed in Closed Session
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors to sign the County Administrator’s contract once it is signed by the candidate to be County Administrator.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

County Attorney Thompson: “Mr. Chairman, I know you don’t want to go back, but I want to make sure on this one, so there won’t be any ambiguity. First, the houses facing Lobbs Shop Road are to be included. What about you have, about 20 feet away in back, you have trailers, exclude those, that Leo Lane goes 15 feet off of Lobbs Shop Road, exclude them or keep them in?”
Chairman Parker: “That’s Lobb Shop. There are only 3 or 4 trailers in town.”

County Attorney Thompson: “So the trailer park on Lobbs Shop Road…..

Supervisor Harrell: “Most of those trailers are out of town. “

County Attorney Thompson: “You are splitting a census block and that is not as easy as you think it is. The houses facing Lobbs Shop Road, including the trailer park?”
Chairman Parker: “Yes, it’s only 3 or 4 trailers there.”

County Attorney Thompson: “Now here’s this, that population up there isn’t much, but if there is any population, that will be put all back in Waverly or what? It may be over 10%, just keep that in mind.”
Chairman Parker: “Yes.”

 Supervisor Birdsong: “Yes, I have no problem with that.”
Supervisor Fly: “It wasn’t over ten before.”
County Attorney Thompson: “It was 9.83% and is this the map, the one that extends Stony Creek over 35 or do you want this one with Stony Creek below 35?” 

Supervisor Harrell: “The only reason that Stony Creek came up, I talked to Mr. Thompson about it. I realize that we would have to vote on it, but that section on the other side of 35, there is one man that can sit on his front porch and look at Newville Church where he has been voting. This plan sends him not to the Courthouse to vote, but to Stony Creek. He’s got to come by the Courthouse to get to Stony Creek to vote and he plainly told me, I won’t vote. He said ‘I won’t drive 25 miles, when I can see the polling place across the street. It only six houses in the whole block.”

Supervisor Caple: “Now when you do that, down on Setzer, Mr. Thompson, do I pick up anything down there?”

County Attorney Thompson: “Yes sir, this map here, I just want to make sure this is the one where the adjustment is being made. This is it. Do you want to initial this Mr. Fly?”

Supervisor Fly: “What does that do?”

County Attorney Thompson: “I’m going to make the adjustments. What you’re telling me, split that census block; the houses facing on both sides of Lobbs Shop Road, put it in; however, you can go back and include that little Hispanic Leo Lane section, that’s off Lobbs Shop Road. Put that in.”
Chairman Parker: “You keep talking about it’s off, that’s the address of the trailer park. It only five trailers in it. The rest of it is out in the County.”
County Attorney Thompson: “It’s about 15 feet from and I want to make sure because it’s in that census block. It’s about 15 feet off Lobbs Shop Road. Part of the trailers are in town. Keep that in there? So that stays? Let me get it again here.”

Supervisor Fly: “If you take the trailer park, what census block is it in? The one that goes to Lobbs Shop or the one that goes to Pleasant Springs?”

County Attorney Thompson: “Lobbs Shop; Lobbs Shop goes all the way to Pleasant Spring.”

Chairman Parker: “But don’t keep talking about both sides of Lobbs Shop. I hear you talking about that.”

County Attorney Thompson: “But that’s what they said, both sides.”
Chairman Parker: “You want both side of Lobbs Shop?”

Supervisor Fly: “Yes, in town, the sections that’s in the Town of Waverly.”
County Attorney Thompson: “Why don’t you all just say take every part of Main Street out of it that’s on Main Street of that census block. That block goes and hits about a couple of houses on Pleasant Springs, not many, take that out too?” 
Supervisor Birdsong: “Lobbs Shop Road and that’s it and those trailers,”

County Attorney Thompson: “You all are going to have a circle, literally that’s going to look like a balloon. This may put you over 12%.”
Supervisor Caple: “Mr. Thompson, the block that you took out of Mr. Harrell, if he picks up on the other side of 35, how many census blocks would you have to give me back? Just let me know where they are.”

County Attorney Thompson:  “You got it back. I will let you know that.”

Supervisor Fly: “If it’s over 10%, I will just go ahead and change it.”

County Attorney Thompson: “But you already passed the ordinance. It’s law.” 

Supervisor Fly: “Before we changed to Lobbs Shop, we were at nine point.”
County Attorney: “Eight three something.”
Supervisor Fly: “We have to make sure that we have that 10% deviation. Before we plunged into Lobbs Shop, everything was legal. Then we plunged into Lobbs Shop and we were 9.83 percent on deviation and we went into Lobbs Shop and grew to 9.9%.”
County Attorney Thompson: “Two adjustments are being made.”

Supervisor Fly: “So when you went into Lobbs Shop, what was the deviation?”
County Attorney Thompson: “The deviation put it at nine, but remember two things were done.” 

Supervisor Fly: “I think we are okay on deviation.”
County Attorney Thompson: “You might be. 

Chairman Parker: “Let’s send it forward and see.” 

County Attorney Thompson: “If you are over ten; if you are over 2 people somewhere, what do you do?”
Supervisor Fly: “If we are over 10% what do you want to do?”

Supervisor Birdsong: “If we took the part of Lobbs Shop Road that it’s in the town out and leave it in Waverly…”
County Attorney Thompson: “Because of all the factors of redistricting, that suggestion, the Board has duly passed an ordinance at this point and time. I would ask the Board that if there are 2 to 10 persons, because it can be really close; 2 to 10 people and I would pinpoint it exactly if that is what’s needed. You don’t know until you make that bounce, because each district affects another district at times. It should be okay, can I keep using that census and just cut enough and if it gets below….we are taking all of Main Street out, okay? Any houses on Pleasant Springs? So can I curve that census block, excluding those houses there, but if need be, to keep it under 10%?” 
Supervisor Birdsong: “As long as you don’t get off Lobbs Shop Road.”

Chairman Parker: “The trailer park is on Lobbs Shop Road.  That’s the address.”
County Attorney Thompson: “No, it’s not, it’s right off Leo Lane. But that’s part of the census block for Lobbs Shop Road. You all want me to include that in that?” 

Supervisor Birdsong: “Those trailers, yes.”

Chairman Parker: “It’s not over 2 or 3 people living in any of them,” 

County Attorney Thompson: “So in fact, what you want basically is to exclude the houses that may border Main Street and Pleasant. You all adopted this ordinance; it’s final and it’s going to Justice. Just the ordinance, 2-51, you understand that?”

Supervisor Fly: “Are there any houses between Leo Lane and Pleasant Springs off of Main Street?”
Chairman Parker: “No, there is nothing but woods in there. I just want to make sure that whatever we do is right.” 

County Attorney Thompson: “This plan is weakened in Justice’s eyes and it may not be approved in all honesty.”

Chairman Parker: “Let’s send it.”
County Attorney Thompson: “I am going to send it.”
Item 13. Recess
Supervisor Fly advised this meeting needs to be recessed for the Personnel Committee.

Supervisor Birdsong advised that the Board cannot name a date because Mr. Morrison will  need to provide a date to meet with the Sussex Service Authority.

County Attorney Thompson advised that the Board could call a special meeting for that.

Supervisor Fly advised that in order to schedule a Personnel Committee, the Board needs to recess. 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the June 30, 2011 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until July 7, 2011 at 8:00 a.m., at the Waverly Office Building.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker

Voting nay: none

Absent during vote: Supervisor Tyler

