At a Joint Public Hearing of the 
Sussex County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom at the Sussex Judicial Center

@ 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 30, 2009

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT


T. Wayne Birdsong



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly




Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator
Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney
George E. Morrison, III, Deputy County Administrator

Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning

Shannon C. Drew, Assistant to Director of Planning

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The March 30, 2009 public hearing of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Fly.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the agenda of the March 30, 2009 joint public hearing of the Sussex County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted as presented.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

PUBLIC HEARING
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby enter Public Hearing to consider the following items: (a) Ordinance Amendment #2009-01, Floodplain Ordinance; (b) Zoning Map Amendment #2009-01; and (c) Conditional Use Permit #2009-01, James Matthews and Patrick Matthews, applicants.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT #2009-01 - Draft Floodplain Ordinance

Ms. Shannon C. Drew, Assistant to the Director of Planning, addressed the Board and provided the staff report. She reported that in 2008, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) began an effort to revise and update the Flood Insurance Rate Maps for all localities participating in the National Flood Insurance Program.   On January 7, 2009, FEMA notified staff that the final flood hazard determination for Sussex County had been completed.  The notification from FEMA stated that the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Sussex County become effective on July 7, 2009.  Therefore, prior to July 7th, Sussex County’s existing floodplain maps and Floodplain Ordinance must be revised and the new flood insurance rate maps and ordinance must be adopted by the Board of Supervisors.  If this is not done by July 7th, Sussex County will be suspended from participating in the National Flood Insurance Program. 

The draft ordinance that is enclosed in the Board’s packet satisfies all the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and includes adoption of the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps dated August 12, 2008.    Public notices advising landowners in Sussex County, of the updated flood maps were published in the Sussex-Surry Dispatch and the Independent Messenger in September of 2008.  Since that time, staff has responded to numerous inquiries regarding flood zone determinations for individual properties.

The Planning Department and Building Official’s staff will be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the new floodplain regulations. The new regulations contain provisions that require structures locating in flood hazard areas to be either flood-proofed or elevated to a height at least one (1) foot above the base flood elevation.       

Staff is requesting the approval of Ordinance Amendment #2009-01 by the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.

The Chairman asked for citizens’ comments. There were none.

Zoning Map Amendment #2009-01
Ms. Shannon C. Drew, Assistant to the Director of Planning, addressed the Board and provided the staff report. She advised that staff is continuing its effort to have the Zoning Map be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  Therefore, staff is requesting changes to the zoning classifications of various properties throughout the County. The proposed changes are as follows:  

Rezone  tax map numbers 147A-(1)- (A)-1 thru 8 and tax map numbers 147A-(1)-(B)-1 thru 22 from  B-1 (Limited Business District)  to R-1 (General Residential District).  

Rezone  tax map numbers 147-(A)-25 , 147A-(A)-5 thru 9, 147A-(2)-1, 147A-(2)-4 thru 9, 147A-(1)-C-1-6 and 147A-(1)-D-1-6  from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to R-1 (General Residential District).

Rezone tax map number 147-(A)-3, 26 and 104 from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to B-1 (Limited Business District). 

Rezone tax map number 29-A-23 and approximately 13.23 acres of tax map number 61-A-39 from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to B-2 (General Business District).  

Staff is requesting the approval of Zoning Map Amendment #2009-01 by the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.

The Chairman asked for citizens’ comments. There were none.

Conditional Use Permit Application #2009-01
Ms. Shannon C. Drew, Assistant to the Director of Planning, addressed the Board and provided the staff report. She reported that pursuant to Section 16-22 (27) of the Zoning Ordinance, the applicants, James Matthews and Patrick Matthews, seek a conditional use permit to store mineral sand from Iluka Resources, Incorporated, on a portion of tax map 137-(A)-15A.  The property is the site of the former Maverick Transportation Company and consists of approximately 2.548 acres.  The affected parcel is zoned A-1, General Agricultural District, which allows the storage of sand and minerals with a conditional use permit.  

One 120’ X 120’ pre-fab steel building will be constructed on the site in question and will be used for the bulk storage of sand.  Surrounding land uses include a cellular communication tower, Rideout Equipment Company (sales, storage and repair), CSX Railroad, U.S. Route 301/ I-95, and trees.

Staff finds the proposed storage of mineral sands to be consistent with surrounding land uses and does not anticipate any negative impacts to result from the proposed use of the property for the storage of sand.  

Staff is requesting the approval of Conditional Use Permit application #2009-01 by the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors, subject to the following condition:  
1) Conditional Use Permit #2009-01 is issued to the applicants, James Matthews and Patrick Matthews, and shall not be transferable or assignable to future property owners, heirs or assigns.

The Chairman asked for citizens’ comments. 

Comments were heard from Mr. Kevin Bracey, Courthouse District.

ITEM 6 – RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby return to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 7 – ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS
Board’s  Action on Ordinance Amendment #2009-01 – Floodplain Ordinance 

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the recommendation of the Planning Commission to revise and adopt the Sussex County Floodplain Ordinance and the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Board’s Action on Zoning Map Amendment #2009-01

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves changing the zoning classifications of various properties throughout the County as follows:  

Rezone  tax map numbers 147A-(1)- (A)-1 thru 8 and tax map numbers 147A-(1)-(B)-1 thru 22 from  B-1 (Limited Business District)  to R-1 (General Residential District).  

Rezone  tax map numbers 147-(A)-25 , 147A-(A)-5 thru 9, 147A-(2)-1, 147A-(2)-4 thru 9, 147A-(1)-C-1-6 and 147A-(1)-D-1-6  from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to R-1 (General Residential District).

Rezone tax map number s 147-(A)-3, 26 and 104 from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to B-1 (Limited Business District). 

Rezone tax map number 29-A-23 and approximately 13.23 acres of tax map number 61-A-39 from A-1 (General Agricultural District) to B-2 (General Business District).  

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Action on Conditional Use Permit #2009-01 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of Conditional Use Permit Application #2009-01, James Matthews and Patrick Matthews, applicants; and
RESOLVED that the site in question is located on a portion of property identified as tax map number 137-(A)-15A, consists of 2,548 acres, is the site of the former Maverick Transportation Company and will be used to store mineral sand from Iluka Resources, Incorporated; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that Conditional Use Permit #2009-01 is issued to the applicants, James Matthews and Patrick Matthews, and shall not be transferable or assignable to future property owners, heirs or assigns.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 8) RECESS/ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the March 30, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until Thursday, April 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

.
